TOWN OF READING
ANNUAL TOWN MEETINGFEBRUARY 28, 2015
The Town of Reading, Annual Town Meeting was held on Saturday, February 28, 2015 at The Reading Elementary School at 9:30 am.

The Moderator, Jonathan Springer, called the meeting to order at 9:30am and opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.  The Moderator reviewed the rules for speaking and voting for non-residents and addressing the moderator for questions.  

Approximately 110 people were in attendance.

Article 1: To elect a Moderator for the Town and School ensuing year.  John Fike nominated Jon Springer.  Gordy Eastman seconded the nomination.  Jim Peplau moves to close nominations Gordy Eastman seconded and nominations were ceased.  Mr. Jon Springer was elected.

Article 2:  To see if the voters shall set the date and time, by which the Town property taxes must be paid and received by the Town Treasurer, to be Wednesday November 4, 2015 by 5:00 P.M. (NO POST MARKS).  John Fike moves to have Article 2 be accepted and Gordy Eastman seconded.  The Article was adopted.
Article 3: To see if the Town will elect the Town Treasurer as Collector of Delinquent Taxes for the ensuing year.  John Fike moves to have Article 2 be accepted and Gordy Eastman seconded. The Article was adopted.
 Article 4: To elect all other Town Officers, as required by law:
· SELECTPERSON for a three (3) year term.
Esther Allen nominated Gordy Eastman.  Jim Peplau seconded nomination. Robert Allen moves to close nominations Tim Bishop seconded.  The motion passed.  John Fike moves to have the clerk be instructed to cast one ballot for Gordy Eastman for Selectperson for a three-year term.  John Fike seconded the motion.  The motion passed, the clerk cast one ballot, and Gordy Eastman was elected.

· LISTER for a three (3) year term.
John Fike nominated Penny Allyn.  Patrick Maher seconded nomination.  Bob Allen moves to close nomination, Jim Peplau seconded.  Robert Allen moves to have the clerk be instructed to cast one ballot for Penny Allyn for Lister for a three-year term.  Gordy Eastman seconded the motion.  The motion passed, the clerk cast one ballot, and Penny Allyn was elected.

· AUDITOR for a three (3) year term.
Carol Boerner nominated Rayna Bishop.  Channing Smith seconded.  Jim Peplau moves to close nominations, Steve Strait seconded.  Jim Peplau moves to have the clerk be instructed to cast one ballot for Rayna Bishop for a 3 year term for Auditor.  Gordy Eastman seconded.  The motion passed, the clerk cast one ballot, and Rayna Bishop was elected. 

· TOWN GRAND JUROR for a one (1) year term.
Esther Allen nominated Curt Allen.  Jim Peplau moves to close nominations, Robert Allen seconded. Curt Allen was elected.

· TRUSTEE OF PUBLIC FUNDS for a one (3) year term.
Esther Allen nominated Jim Bartlett.  Jim Peplau moves to close nominations, Robert Allen seconded.  Jim Bartlett was elected.

· CEMETERY COMMISSIONER for a three (3) year term.
Esther Allen nominated Adam Kozlowski.  John Fike moves to close nominations, Gordy Eastman seconded.  Adam Kozlowski was elected.  On behalf of the Town, Robert Allen thanked Laura Newton Griggs for her many, many years of service to the Town.

· READING ELEMENTARY SCHOOL DIRECTOR for a three (3) year term.
Shiri Macri nominated Justin Sluka.  John Fike moves to close nominations, Patrick Maher seconded. Justin Sluka was elected. 
· WHUS SCHOOL DIRECTOR for a three (3) year term.  John Fike nominated Timothy Bishop.  Robert Allen moved to close nominations, Patrick Maher seconded.  Timothy Bishop was elected.

· LIBRARY TRUSTEE for a five (5) year term.
Mildred Waterfall nominated Bill Bakker.  John Fike moves to close nominations.  Patrick Maher seconded. Bill Bakker was elected. 
· LIBRARY TRUSTEE for a three (3) year term.   
Mildred Waterfall nominated Vanessa Maxham.  John Fike moves to close nomination.  Patrick Maher seconded.  Vanessa Maxham was elected.
· LIBRARY TRUSTEE for a two (2) year term.
Vanessa Maxham nominated Mildred Waterfall.  John Fike moves to close nomination.  Patrick Maher seconded.  Mildred Waterfall was elected.
· TOWN AGENT for a one (1) year term.
Robert Allen nominated Ken Norcross.  Gordy Eastman moves to close the nominations.  Jim Peplau seconded.  Kenneth Norcross was elected.

ARTICLE 5: To act on the reports of The Officers for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2014.  Jim Peplau moves to accept the Article.  Gordy Eastman seconded.  Article 5 was adopted.
 ARTICLE 6: To see if the Town of Reading will vote to appropriate the amount of $541,065 (Five Hundred Forty-one Thousand and Sixty Five Dollars) to be raised by taxes for the Selectmen’s Budget beginning July 1, 2015.   Jim Peplau moves to accept the article.  John Fike seconded.  Adam Kozlowski thanked the select board for doing a great job on keeping budget fiscally responsible. No questions were asked regarding the budget.  Article 6 was adopted. 
ARTICLE 7:  Shall the voters authorize the Board of Selectmen to accept ownership of the Reading Christian Union Church for a sum not to exceed one dollar and other good and valuable consideration and then immediately lease it to the Reading Historical Society, Inc. for a term not to exceed ninety-nine years.  John Fike moved to accept the article.  Patrick Maher seconded.  There was some general discussion as to how this came about, John Fike said that the members of the Church have been declining over the years and that this was a way to help both organizations’.  Questions were asked about the maintenance and insurance of the building and content, each organization has money to pay these costs.  Article 7 was adopted.
ARTICLE 8:  Shall the voters approve the exemption from the grand list for the Reading Christian Union Church after it has been leased to the Reading Historical Society, Inc.  John Fike moved to accept the article.  Patrick Maher seconded.  Article 8 was adopted.

ARTICLE 9:  To see if the Town of Reading will vote to appropriate $75,000 (Seventy-five Thousand Dollars) for the purchase of a Rescue Truck for the Reading Fire and Rescue Department.  Jim Peplau moved to accept the article.  Tim Bishop seconded.  Mildred Waterfall said “Hats off to the Department for all they do!”  Steve Moore said that they had raised ½ the money for the truck.  Article 9 was adopted.
ARTICLE 10 – 19:  Appropriations for special funds.

Robert Allen made a motion to suspend the rule and take up Articles 10 – 19 that add up to $9,032, to be voted on as one article. These allocations have not been voted down for many years and for interest of time.  Esther Allen stated the motion could be amended if someone wanted to not approve one of the items.  Jim Peplau seconded.  Moderator asks if all are in favor to suspend the rules to say aye, because it requires a 2/3 majority.   The ayes have the majority and the rules were suspended.  Jim Peplau moves and Gordy Eastman seconded. Articles 10 - 19 are adopted.

Article 20: To act on the reports of the School Directors for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2014.  John Fike moved to accept the article.  Robert Allen seconded.  There was general discussion on the enrollment, and deficit as to what it consisted of.  Justin Sluka answered that the enrollment is based on what they know of families in Town at the time the budget is done.  The deficit consist of food cost increases and staffing issues mostly.  The voters asked if there is a current contract for the teachers, answer was no.  This could impact actual budget.  The article passed. 
Article 21: Shall the voters of the Reading School District appropriate $1,068,760 (One Million Sixty Eight Thousand Seven Hundred Sixty Dollars) as the amount necessary for the support of its school for the year beginning July 1, 2015. John Fike moves and Jim Peplau seconded.  A general discussion of the budget ensued.  Concerns were raised over:
· The deficit, again

· the number of tuition students
· general supplies budget amounts
· audio-visual services
· repair of the roof
· water testing
A voice vote was taken and ruled by the moderator that it was too close to call.  John Fike made a motion that a paper ballot be done.  There was at least seven people in favor of a paper ballot.  There were 96 votes cast – 55 yes and 41 no.  Article 21 was adopted.

Article 22:  To see if the Voters will authorize the School Directors to borrow money, if necessary, in anticipation of taxes.  John Fike moves to accept.  Patrick Maher seconded.  The Article was adopted.

Article 23: To do any other business that may legally be done at this meeting.  Adam Kozlowski made a motion that student performance scores, supervisory union reports, 6 month budget figures for the school be included in the Town Report.  John Fike seconded.  The motion passed.

Robert Allen talked about the late homestead filing penalty.  If you are a resident and do not file a homestead, you are taxed at the non-resident rate.  The Select Board will not waive penalties in the future. 
Meeting Adjourned at 12:00pm

Respectfully Submitted By Calista Brennan
Jonathan L. Springer, Moderator

Robert K. Allen, Selectboard Chair
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