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The 2015 Legislative Session in Vermont came to close on Saturday May 16th.   It was a difficult session but, despite its many challenges, productive.  We began and ended with highly unusual experiences – we began having to vote for a governor and we ended with a senator being arrested on sexual assault charges.  In between we managed to address our biggest challenge – filling a $113 million gap between projected revenues and spending for FY16. 

In addition, we tackled a host of pressing issues for Vermonters, many of which are not quick fixes, but represent commitments to long term improvements.  These include:  laying the framework for improving our water quality in our lakes and rivers statewide; encouraging the expansion of our education districts to improve opportunities for our young people; encouraging cost containment in education, in order to re-align our education spending and our declining student population; finally putting the teeth back into the penalty for withdrawing land from Current Use, to reduce abuse and to re-balance this invaluable program’s finances; improving  the protection of our abused and neglected children; incenting the creation of more renewable energy with the eternal hope of reducing our dependence on fossil fuels; making it harder for parents to refuse to vaccinate their children; keeping firearms out of the hands of convicted felons and the mentally ill; creating new oversight on how Vermont builds out its internet/broadband build-out; and, further investing in Vermont’s high tech workforce development and attracting innovative business to Vermont.  And, those are just the highlights.    

In many ways, it feels as if the Session has gone by very fast.  We are budgeted to meet for 18 weeks – hence the pressure to adjourn May 16th .  In a year when closing a $113 million gap to build a balanced budget for FY16 was a monumental challenge, you weren’t going to see us spend additional money we hadn’t budgeted in FY15 – if we could help it.  Still, it always feels as if our time in Montpelier goes by like a blink.  One way I gain some perspective on the actual distance we’ve traveled during the course of the session, is that I produce the Legislative Slide Show which is shown on a continuous loop during the last 2 days of the Session.  Since my photography went digital, I have taken on creating a photographic archive of our legislative life and work together.  The photographers of the news media only take photos during key, historic moments, while I try to capture everyday life under the golden dome.  Along with a couple of other legislative photographers, we share our 18 week adventure in photographs during the waning hours we are together.  It helps establish perspective and reminds me every year of how much we’ve done together.  

I have worked to distill what was passed and its impact on all of us.  Those articles have been in the Vermont Standard and are on my website www.alisonclarkson.org       

I appreciate hearing from you.  I can be reached by email:  aclarkson@leg.state.vt.us or by phone at home:  457-4627.  To get more information on the Vermont Legislature, and the bills which have been proposed and passed, visit the new legislative website:  legislature.vermont.gov
