Selectmen Meeting

July 14, 2014
The meeting was called to order at 6:01pm.
Present:  Robert Allen, Gordy Eastman, Jim Peplau, Glen Towne, Calista Brennan, John Tully,
Libbet Downs, Jane Cleveland, Ray Johnson, Karl Hanson and Gary Vittum.

Robert started the meeting explaining how the open meeting law has changed.  Agendas need to be done and posted 48 hours before the meeting.  Minutes are to be posted on the Town’s website within 5 days.  The selectmen agreed that the Wednesday (close of business) before the next meeting would be the deadline for getting on the agenda.
Minutes of the June 9th meeting were approved as printed.
Treasurer’s Report: As of 6/30/14, Expenses were $51,143.35, Revenue was $15842.35. Balance in Citizen’s $50,683.70, balance in LSB $267,941.97. Delinquent taxes for 2011-13 are $71928.27.  Jim moved to approve and Gordy seconded.  Report is accepted. 
Action Items:

A) Resignations/Appointments to Library Board: Sten Bowen and Penny Allyn have both resigned. Resignations were accepted by the Select Board.  There was discussion as to why there seems to be a large turn over in the Library Board.  The reason stated for resigning was not having enough time to continue on the Board. Libbet asked that the Select Board appoint Mildred Waterfall and Vanessa Maxham until Town Meeting.  Both of these individuals have shown a great interest in the Library.  There was general discussion on the direction that the Library is going.  If it is to keep up with the State and other Libraries, changes need to be made to update and automate the process of categorizing books.  Gordy moved to appoint Mildred and Vanessa, Jim seconded.  Calista will write letters of appointment.
B) Ancient Road:  Ray Johnson was concerned about the article in the Vermont Standard regarding Towns giving up their right-of-ways on class 4 roads.  Robert explained that nothing will change here in Reading concerning the class 4 roads.

C) Emergency Services:  Gary said that the grant for radios has been approved.  He will work with Glen to get it setup in the Town Garage.  This will benefit the Highway Department as well as Fire and Rescue.  Gary also said that Fire and Rescue are now one department, known as Reading Fire and Rescue.
D) Highways:  Glen said that the roadside mowing is not done and we are next on the list for renting a tractor from M & M Excavating.  The fuel sample from the loader was lost and has been re-sent.  
John Tully from Stone Chimney Road wanted to first state that the road crew was doing a great job maintaining the roads.  However, a culvert was replaced by his house and is now dumping run off water into his pond.  He would like to know what can be done about this.  The Selectmen said they would take a look at it with Glen and get back to Mr. Tully.

Gurney Brothers and Miller Construction are looking at the bridge on Tyson Road to see what needs to be done to fit it.  Robert has talked to the Agency of Natural Resources about getting a permit to do work in the brook.  The Town was approved for an $18,000 engineering grant from the State.

Glen asked the status on getting a new 1 ton truck. John C Stewart Ford was awarded the bid for the truck ($37,650) and Osgood Welding will build the body ($48,560). Jim approved the purchase and Gordy seconded.
E) Temporary Driveway Permit:  Vermont Timber Rights, Inc. submitted an application for a temporary driveway permit so they could put a log landing in on Tyson Road.  The permit was approved by Glen Towne, Road Foreman and the Select Board.
F) Other: Jane Cleveland and Karl Hanson were here to talk about the new signs on Bartley Field.  There are signs up stating no dogs in the ball field.  This is a place that people who live in Town can take their dogs so they can run.  Jane felt it would be more appropriate to have signs that state to clean up after your dog rather than no dogs.  The Select Board will talk with the Recreation Commission about this.
Dennis Goodenough asked if the Highway crew could clean up a tree at the school that has broken off due the recent storms.  The crew will take care of this.

The Select Board approved a catering permit with spirituous liquors for a wedding at Reading Farms.  The Select Board approved the permit.
Meeting was adjourned at 7:20pm.
Next Selectboard meeting will be on Monday August 11, 2014 at 6:00pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

Calista N. Brennan

