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 The Reading Informer 

  February 2016 
        

 

Published by the Town of Reading 

Town Meeting 
Reading Elementary School 
Saturday, February 27, 2016 

9:30 AM 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

March 1, 2016 polls open 10AM to 7 PM at Robinson Hall.  Please 
come vote for the WUHS budget and the  

Presidential Primary 
 
 
Please be sure that you are on the voter checklist if you want to vote 

at Town Meeting.  Last day to  

register is Wednesday, February 24th by 5 PM. 
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Selectmen Meeting 

January 11, 2016 
UNAPPROVED 

 
The meeting was called to order at 6:03pm. 
 
Present:  Robert Allen, Gordy Eastman, Jim Peplau, Glen Town, Calista Brennan, Mike Chamberlain, and Tom Basttista. 
 
Robert started the meeting asking if there were changes to the agenda.  There were no changes 
 
Minutes of the December 7th Selectmen’s meeting were approved as printed. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: As of 12/31/15, Expenses were $14,559.93; Revenue was $5,806.92. Balance in LSB $90,943.71 
and balance in the sweep account $834,103.28 for a total of $925,046.99. Delinquent taxes for 2011-15 are $113,301.65. Jim 
moved to approve and Gordy seconded.  Report is accepted.  
 
Action Items: 
 

A) SWCRPC Appointment:  Jim made a motion to appoint Kathy Rondeau as the Reading Representative, Gordy 
seconded.  Robert signed a letter stating this to be sent to SWCRPC.  

 
B) Solar Siting Resolution:  This resolution asks the Legislature to give municipalities a greater say in the ap-

proval and siting of renewable energy projects. Jim made a motion to sign this Resolution, Gordy seconded.  The 
Resolution was signed and will be submitted to Joseph Zingale, Rutland Town Administrator to be added to the list 
of Towns that have already signed this resolution. 

 
C) WCSD – Mike Chamberlain:  Mike and Tom were here to discuss the Sheriff’s Department contract with Read-

ing.  The current contract runs out on June 30, 2016.  The cost would increase from $47 per hour to $49 per hour in 
the 2016-17 year.  The mileage would remain the same.  Mike would like to see an increase in hours, The Select-
board will consider this request and let him know.  The ‘drive through’ patrol in the early morning hours will remain 
the same. 

 
D) Town Farm Bridge Engineering Status:   We have the contract from Holden Engineering.  This contract was 

signed and will be returned with a retainer getting the Engineering work on Town Farm Bridge started. 
 
E) Town Hall Siding Update:  Nothing to report, waiting to hear from Paul Brosseau.  
 
F) Highways:  Glen reported that the house that was falling down on Baileys Mills Road has been removed. The 

Selectboard would like to thank the Rech family for attending to this issue. The Highway crew will be replacing the 
missing street signs in the next week or so if the rest of the parts get here by the end of this week.  There was talk 
about a culvert needed on Town Hill Road. There may be grants available for this type of work but it will probably 
be late in the year before the Town is in a position to apply. 

 
G) Highway Certificate of Mileage:  This was signed by the Selectmen and will be sent to AOT.  
 
H) FY 2016/2017 Budget/Articles:  Petition’s received total $8,350.  Robert got a quote to pave the Town Hall 

parking lot.  Jim asked about CerPak being used.  It would cost less but the maintenance would be increased.  No 
decision was made.  The budget will be finalized soon. 

 
I) Other:  Robert said the Planning Commission was moving the February meeting to follow the Selectboard as 

they would like the Selectboard to attend.  This will be the “kick-off” meeting for the review of the Zoning Regula-
tions. 
 
Being no other business the meeting was adjourned at 7:15PM. 

 
Next Selectboard meeting will be on Monday, February 8, 2016 at 6:00 pm. 
 
Respectfully Submitted,    
Calista N Brennan 
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Winter Parking Ban  
Effective  

November 1, 2015 to April 15, 2016 
 

 TOWN ORDINANCE 
 ARTICLE VI 

 WINTER ROADS 
 
Section 1: No person shall shovel, dump, push, or accumulate snow from adjoining 

premises upon any highway maintained for winter travel within the Town of 
Reading.  It is recognized that plowing across Class 3 Highways is necessary 
in certain instances, however snow MUST be cleaned up and completely out 
of the Town maintained travel areas.  In no case is plowing across Class 2 
highways permitted.  (Tyson Road, Twenty Mile Stream Road, and all Village 
Streets) 

 
Section 2: No person shall leave a motor vehicle parked, deposited, or left unattended 

upon a highway or in any public areas ordinarily used for parking, so as to 
interfere with the proper maintenance of roads, public areas or end-of-road 
turnarounds, within the Town.  In the case of emergency or mechanical fail-
ure, vehicles must be removed within 24 hours. 

 
Section 3: The Town will enforce the ‘No Parking’ rules at all locations where the 

trucks turnaround and all public parking lots.  Vehicles left beyond the 24-
hour limit will be towed at the owner’s expense.   

 
Section 4: Plow routes are set up to open major traffic routes and school bus routes 

first.  After all school bus routes are open plowing contin-
ues until all roads are open. 

 
Section 5: The Town does not plow Class 4 or private roads. 
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PO Box 128 
384 Weld Cemetery Road 
Reading, Vermont 05062 

 
802-342-1513 

www.NewhallFarmVT.com  

 

TREE PRESERVATION 

802.484.5539 
Experienced•Insured•References 

KRIS BLANCHARD 
Northeast Rural Resource Management, LLC 

Member National Arborist Association 

Jim & Sandy Peplau’s 

Happy Acres Farm 
Pure Maple Syrup, Hand Braided Rugs 

826 Twenty Mile Stream Road 

South Reading, VT  05153 

484-7806 

www.happyacresfarm.com 

PLUMBING & HEATING  

CONTRACTOR 
 

Malagash Road PO Box 183 

Reading, Vermont  05062 

 

 

EDWARD ALLEN                       (802) 484-5580 

LOGGING & LAND CLEARING                                 SANDING 
BRUSH CHIPPING                                        SNOW PLOWING 
BUSH HOGGING                                      LIGHT EXCAVATION 
 

ROLLING MEADOWS FARM 
CUSTOM FARMING 

David Goodhouse * 484-5540 
 
 

Law Office of 
JONATHAN L. SPRINGER, P.C. 

12 Depot Avenue 
Post Office Box 245 

Windsor, Vermont 05089 
(802) 674-2649                                              

Fax: (802) 674-2990  
Springerlaw1@comcast.net 

James Cloud 
Logging & Trucking  

 

READING, VT 

802-484-5946 

Firewood                                      Snowplowing 

THE SPRINGFIELD BARBER 
Pam Eastman 

307 Clinton St.,   Springfield, VT 
802-885-3232 

Regular & Styled   
Walk-in Service 

              Mon 7-12       Tues 7-3           Wed 11-7      
             Thurs 7-3        Fri 7-3              Sat 7-12 
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Librarian’s Note 

 
Reading Public Library provides downloadable audio books and e-books for adults and children at no 
cost through "Listen Up Vermont." The collection can be accessed at listenupvermont.org. Once you've 
installed the free software and decided on a book, just add the title to your basket and sign it out with 
your patron number. If the audio book you want is checked out, you can place it on reserve and you’ll re-
ceive an email when it becomes available. After downloading the audio file to your computer, you can 
close the Internet connection and listen offline. You can also transfer the file to portable devices, and 
some books can be burned to CD. You can check out up to three titles at a time. At the end of the loan pe-
riod, the computer files automatically expire and the books are returned to the digital collection. There 
are never any late fees or damage costs. For more information, take the guided tour on the “Listen Up 
Vermont” website. If you don't know your patron number, call or email me at the library. 
 
We also maintain a paperback book swap on the main floor of the building. There are 8 shelves of about 
120 books to trade. Simply take one you'd like to read and leave one in its place for someone else. If you 
don't have a book to swap, that's O.K. Take one anyway and return it when you're through. It's self-serve.  
 
A library can be an oasis for body, mind, and spirit. It’s an environment that is favorable to someone try-
ing to reach his or her highest potential; also to someone who’s simply looking for a place to unwind with 
a book or a friend. Speaking of which, we’ve always got coffee, cocoa, and tea on hand for our patrons. 
And there are once again Vermont Common Crackers available in the cracker barrel. Help yourself. 
 
Cordially, 
Tony 
 

Reading Public Library. Tues. 12-3:30 p.m. & 4-7; Thurs. 10 a.m.-1:30 p.m. & 2-5; Sat. 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Mail: P.O. Box 7, Reading, VT 
05062. Tel. 802-484-5588. E-mail: reading.public.library@comcast.net. Web: www.readinglibrary.org. The board meets the last 
Tues. of each mth. at 6 p.m. Wi-Fi 24/7. 

Put your thinking caps on and  
mark your calendars!! 

Old Home Day will be Sunday July, 3, 2016  
The theme for this years parade is Cartoons. 
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    January Local Property Transfers  
 

    

 Jeremy D Cross and Gale Cross to Newhall Farm Ltd 
  2207 Tyson Road   $190,000 

   
 Adenko Stiftung to The Notter Farm LLC 

  Brown Schoolhouse Road  $167,000 

Making purchases through Amazon ?— please select the option for Amazon 

SMILE when ordering.  Select https://smile.amazon.com/ 

and choose Reading Parent Teacher Organization Reading PTO. 

At Amazon Smile, you shop on Amazon like you normally do, and when you 

make a purchase, Amazon will donate 0.5% of that purchase to the charita-

ble organization you choose. There is no additional cost to you and you are 

making a contribution to the Reading PTO. 

This is HUGE!    

Thank you for your support! 

Income Tax Time Again…. 
3 EASY WAYS to get your Vermont Income Tax Forms 

 
1)  Download from www.bit.ly/vttaxforms 

 
2) Email your request to tax.formrequest@vermont.gov 

 
3) Order forms by phone 802-828-2515 or 855-297-5600  

(toll-free in the U.S.) 
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Weathersfield Transfer Station  
Resumption of E-waste Collection 

Effective on November 30th, the State resumed  
providing disposal services for e-waste.  Accord-
ingly, electronic waste may now be dropped off 

free of charge at the Weathersfield Transfer Station.   

Green Mountain Smokehouse 
Voted 2014 Best Bacon Yankee Magazine 

Rte. 5 Windsor, VT           802-674-6653 
 - Maple Sugar Cured Ham    - Smoked Sausages 
 - VT Smoked Cheddar Cheese    -Marinated Meats 
 - Garlic/Herb Smoked Chicken   - 10 Flavors of Sausage 
 - Bacon & Canadian Style Bacon    - Beef Jerky    
 - Hickory Smoked Turkey Breast    - Pepperoni  
 - Lamb Sausage w/Rosemary, Red Wine & Feta Cheese  

Available locally at Watroba’s Store & Reading Greenhouse 
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No school February 15—19 Winter Break 

No school February 29—March 1st 
  

 

 

 

Mama Mia’s Bistro 
 

World Class Dining  
Prepared by the PTO  

At the  
Reading Elementary School 

 
Saturday 

February 13, 2016 
4:00 —7:00PM 

 
Come enjoy a delicious  

Italian dinner 
Spaghetti, Sausage  

Homemade Meatballs,  
Marinara, Salad, Garlic Bread,  

Desserts  
 
 

Cost $8 for adults; $5 for children 
 Under age 5 free   Families $20.00  

 
 

 Amazing Valentine Gift Baskets are being created by each class and will be 
raffled off at the dinner .  Tickets for these baskets will also be available at 

the school and with the students.   
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Reading– West Windsor  
Food Shelf  

 

Monday 2:00 to 4:00 (Food Shelf) 

Thursday 4:00 to 6:00  (Thrift Store & Food 

Shelf)  

Located at 3456 Tyson Road 

in South Reading  

at the Stone School House  

The Thrift Store is open to anyone, not just 

food shelf members.  Please feel free to stop in 

Inquiries please contact  

Sara Norcross 484-5097 

Dana Waters 802-291-3299 

To send a donation please mail to:  

Reading– West Windsor Food Shelf  

PO Box 384 Brownsville, VT 05037 

Meeting Schedule  
Emergency Telephone Numbers 

  

Fire and Ambulance 911 
State Police 457-1416 

  
 Town Clerk/Treasure Office 

484-7250 
Mon—Thurs 8am-4pm 

First Saturday of the Month: 9am-12pm 
Website: www.readingvt.govoffice.com 
Email: readingvermont@comcast.net 

  

 Post Office 

484-5994 
Retail Counter 

Monday – Friday 
9:30 am-12:30 pm, 1:30 pm-4:30 pm 

Saturday Retail Counter 
9:00 to 12:00 

Lobby 
Monday – Friday 

8 am to 5 pm 
Saturday 

8am to 12pm 

  

 Library 

484-5588 
Tuesday 12:00 to 3:30, 4:00 to 7:00 
Thursday 10:00 to 1:30, 2:00 to 5:00  

Saturday 10:00 to 2:00 
  

 Listers 

Call for appointment – 484-7258 
Email: rtownhall_464@comcast.net 

  
 Reading Elementary School 

484-7230 

Fire Warden - Fire Burning Permits 
Nathan Willard 484-0094  

 

Copies of the Informer can be 
found on our Town website at 
www.readingvt.govoffice.com 

Or  
we can e-mail a copy to you. 

Send the Town Clerk an e-mail 
at  

readingvermont@comcast.net 
to request this.   
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Reading Planning Commission 
January 4, 2016 
Present - Steve Strait, Kevin Kaija, Becky Basch 
Guests – Dan Potter, Kurt Voight 

1.  Minutes – December 7, 2015 – Steve made a motion to accept the December minutes as printed in 
the informer and  on the website, Becky seconded, all in favor 

2.  2016 Municipal Planning Grant – Dan Potter from SWCRPC was in attendance to discuss the Scope 
of Work for the Municipal Planning Grant. The grant will allow the Town to hire the RPC to assist 
with revising the Zoning Bylaws. The tasks that were in the Scope of Work that was submitted for 
the grant application are as follows: 
a.  Kickoff meeting – Becky suggested having it next month, 2nd Monday so that the SB can come. 

We will also publish in the FPF. Steve will talk to Bob Allen about the SB’s agenda for next 
month.  

b. Draft zoning district map – The RPC will modify the map to make consistent w/ Town plan.  Ste-
ve commented that several years ago the PC started to amend the map to make zones follow 
parcel boundaries. As a result, some districts were expanded. Steve would like to finalize the 
map and make it available online for review by residents. Steve commented that we are pro-
posing to reduce the current ridgeline protection overlay district to include the ridgeline vs all 
properties over 1800 ft. Becky also mentioned that the Town Plan recommended removing the 
industrial district in Hammondsville (where the former talc mine was). Steve suggested that 
the RPC make the changes to the map soon so that it could be reviewed by the public. Steve 
asked for a proposed draft map and another map showing the current zoning. Dan said the 
map should be done at the next meeting or by the March meeting. Becky commented that it 
would be good to have at least a draft map at the Kick-off meeting.  

c. Zoning Bylaw amendments – Strategic updates for flood resilience, review of town plan and zon-
ing for conformance with Town Plan, etc. Steve has a list of changes to consider in the revised 
zoning – some from the forest fragmentation study. Steve said one of the most important tasks 
is to look again at the Wildlife Corridor Overlay District. Steve will send Dan the changes we 
have discussed to date. Dan will look at the wildlife corridor district first. 

d. Public meeting/outreach – website – put a link on the town website to drafts on the RPC web-
site. Steve suggested having a public informational meeting just before the public hearing. 

e. Final draft – based on meetings and documentation for public hearing process.  
f. Grant timeframe – Dan said the work should be done by May 2017.  
g. Flood Hazard Regs – Dan said that the State has an emergency relief assistance fund - % you are 

required to match goes down the more protective you are in the zoning. He said that the State 
has different models for different levels of protection.  

h. Feb & March – map, wildlife protection corridor, then schedule of the remaining work 
i.  Contract – Dan left a contract for signature – between the Town and the RPC 

3.  Next meeting – Steve will see if the SB can come on the 2nd Monday for zoning kick-off meeting 
4.  Mill Brook projects – Dan said that he is hoping to fund a small project – if the PC can let Dan know 

of a project where the landowner is on board, he will prioritize that project for funding  
5. Adjournment – Levin made a motion to adjourn, Becky seconded, all in favor. Meeting adjourned at 

7:45 pm. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Becky Basch, Secretary 
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Six Flags Over Reading 

 
Reading, along with Windsor and Plymouth, were chartered on July 6, 1761, as granted 
by New Hampshire Governor Benning Wentworth. Only problem: Governor Wentworth 
did not have legal claim to do so. 
 
As boundaries between Massachusetts, New Hampshire, and New York were being 
drawn—or better yet assumed—the states bordering current-day Vermont on the east 
and west laid claim to the land. Governor Wentworth went on a charter-granting spree 
once he thought the land belonged to New Hampshire (flag 1), carving out neat, 6-mile 
square towns all over our state from 1749 into the 1760s. New York (flag 2) did the 
same, granting land in less tidy parcels to wealthy citizens. 
  
The matter was brought to King George III of Great Britain (flag 3), and he sided with 
New York. Land granted to people in Reading (and all of our state) by New Hampshire 
was actually in New York. As noted in Gilbert A. Davis’ History of Reading, a deed for a 
land transfer in town in the year 1778 stated “But I, said William [Grimes, the seller] am 
not to defend said land against the claims of New York, but the said Barakiah Cady [the 
buyer] is to his risk up on my only quitting my right in title.” A year later, another trans-
action referred to the land as a “quantity of land lying in the township of Reading in the 
state of New York alias Vermont.” 
 
Who won this battle between New York and New Hampshire? Vermont actually. The 
state declared its independence from Great Britain, New Hampshire, and New York in 
1777 becoming New Connecticut, and later Vermont (flag 4). Protests from New York 
kept it from becoming a state (flag 5) of the United States (flag 6) until 1790, and even 
then the grants set up by New Hampshire’s Governor Wentworth pretty much defined 
the borders of most of our state’s cities and towns as we know them today. 
Sources “The History of Reading” by Gilbert A. Davis, Wikipedia 
 
Reading has a history all its own! And you can be part of it by joining the Reading His-
torical Society. For more information, contact Calista Brennan at 484-0276 

 

Alison Clarkson’s Legislative Reports may be found on our website: 
www.readingvt.govoffice.com 

and a copy is posted in the Town Hall.  



12 

The Reading Informer 

PO Box 72 

Reading, Vermont  05062 

PRESORTED STANDARD 

U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 

WRJ. VERMONT 

PERMIT NO. 86 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    
   

    

 1Fire Auxiliary 7 pm Fire 

Station   
          Planning Board 7 pm 
Town Hall 

2 Fire & Rescue 7 pm 

Fire Station 

3 4 5 6 

7 8 Selectboard  

6 p.m.   Town Hall  

9 10  RATS 7 pm 

Fire Station  

11 12 13 Pasta 

Dinner RES 

14 15  PTO 6 pm at RES  16 17 School Board 6 

pm at RES  

18 19 20 

21 22 23 Library 6 pm  24 Cemetery Com-

mission 6 pm Town 
Hall 

25 26 27 Town 
Meeting 

28 29      

February 2016  

 


