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Town Meeting

Reading Elementary School
Saturday, February 28, 2015

9:30 am

reakfast hosted by the
Reading Fire Auxiliary

8 to 9:15 am
Cost: $8 per adult, $5 per child, under 3 free

Please be sure that you are on the voter checklist if
you want to vote at Town Meeting. Last day to

register is Wednesday, February 25th by 5 pm.




Meeting Schedule
e ___________________________

Board of Selectmen

Second Monday Library Trustees
6:00 PM at Town Office Last Tuesday
6:00 PM at Library
Elementary School Board
Third Wednesday Fire Department
6:00 PM at Reading School  First Tuesday
7:00 PM at Fire Station
Planning Commission/ZBA
First Monday Reading Rescue
7:00 PM at Town Office First Tuesday
7:00 PM at Fire Station
Fire Dept Auxiliary
First Monday Little Ascutney
7:00 PM at Fire Station Snowmobile Club
Second Thursday at 7PM
P.T.O. Sept - April, at Fire Station
Third Monday
6:30 PM at Reading School ~ EC Fiber
Second Tuesday at 7pm
RAT.S Oaks Hall 1st floor of Law
2nd Wednesday School
7:00 PM at Fire Station In S. Royalton, VT

Reading— West Windsor
Food Shelf

Monday 2:00 to 4:00 (Food Shelf)
Thursday 4:00 to 6:00 (Thrift Store & Food
Shelf)

Located at 3456 Tyson Road
in South Reading
at the Stone School House
New items are always arriving at the
Food Shelf / Thrift Store in South Reading
Come and see us! Open to EVERYONE.
Inquiries please contact
Sara Norcross 484-5097
Dana Waters 802-291-3299
To send a donation please mail to:
Reading— West Windsor Food Shelf
PO Box 384 Brownsville, VT 05037

Emergency Telephone Numbers

Fire and Ambulance 911
State Police 457-1416

Town Clerk/Treasure Office
484-7250
Mon—Thurs 8am-4pm
First Saturday of the Month: 9am-12pm
Website: www.readingvt.govoffice.com
Email: readingvermont@comcast.net

Post Office
484-5994
Retail Counter
Monday — Friday
8am-11am, 1:45pm-4:45pm
Saturday Retail Counter
9:00 to 12:00
Lobby
Monday — Friday
8 amto 5 pm
Saturday
8am to 12pm

Library
484-5588
Tuesday 12:00 to 3:30, 4:00 to 7:00
Thursday 10:00 to 1:30, 2:00 to 5:00
Saturday 10:00 to 2:00

Listers
Call for appointment — 484-7258
Email: rtownhall_464@comcast.net

Reading Elementary School
484-7230
Fire Warden - Fire Burning Permits
Nathan Willard 484-0094

Sorting out winter clothes?

The Clothing Shelf located at the
Food Shelf is in need of gently used
winter clothing and shoes for all
ages, as well as linens. Items may

be dropped off during the food
shelf’s operating hours.
Thank you, Sara Norcross
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Selectmen Meeting
January 12, 2015
UNAPPROVED
The meeting was called to order at 6:30pm.

Present: Robert Allen, Gordy Eastman, Jim Peplau, Calista Brennan, Glen Towne, Jason Rasmassen, Ray Johnson,
Gardner Smith, Russell Corbin, Gary Vittum, Curt Allen, Mark Kirko, Becky Basch, Marie Caduto and Katie Savage

Robert started the meeting asking if there were changes to the agenda. There were no changes.

Minutes of the December 8th meeting were approved as printed.

Treasurer’s Report: As of 12-31/14, Expenses were $167,185.74; Revenue was $28,133.63. Balance in Citizen’s
$10,980.72, balance in LSB $808,514.93. Delinquent taxes for 2011-14 are $121,426.12. Jim moved to approve and

Gordy seconded. Report is accepted.

Action Items:
Town Plan Adoption: Jim made a motion to adopt the Town Plan, Gordy seconded, motion passed.

Reading Fire & Rescue — Windsor Ambulance Presentation: Windsor Chief Mark Kirko gave a brief presen-
tation about ambulance service to Reading. He stated that there have been a lot of upgrades done since 2009

when Reading last used Windsor services. Chief Kirko left a proposal with the Selectmen.

Windsor County Sheriff’'s Department: Mike Chamberlain gave a brief up-date on patrolling the back roads
more and stated that the feedback they have received is positive. The Sheriff’'s Department would like to see an
increase in hours spent in Reading. The rate is $45 per hour and will be increasing to $47 at the start of the new

fiscal year.

Becky Basch — Energy Committee: Becky held a meeting and there was interest expressed in forming a
committee. Becky attended a meeting in Fairlee and came away with some good ideas. She will continue to

work on these.

Amsden House & Shed: The house and shed are have been removed. The landscaping will be finished in

the spring.

Highways: The loader was in need of a new rear end and should done by the end of the week. The new

truck is at Osgood’s getting the body. We have more sand ordered as we are running low.
Liquor License’s — The Selectmen approved Keeper’s license.

Budget for FY 2015-2016: The Selectmen will meet Saturday AM to finalize.

Special Articles on Town Meeting Warning: There was discussion on whether to leave them individually as

they are or put all under one article. It was decided to leave them as individual articles.

Other: Jason Rasmassen and Marie Caduto spoke about a grant on Flood Resiliency concerning the Mill
Brook. They are looking to include Reading with West Windsor and Windsor in a letter of intent to get every-

thing rolling. The selectmen agreed to participate.

Curt Allen asked to have an article put on the Town Meeting Warning for $75,000 to help purchase a new Fire/
Rescue vehicle. The total cost is $149,000 and the Fire and Rescue Department has raised about half the mon-

ey. The request was approved by the Selectmen.

On another note it should be mentioned that the Reading Fire Department and the Reading Rescue Squad have
merged into one department known as the Reading Fire and Rescue Department under the direction of Chief

Vittum.

The Selectboard and Cemetery Commission received a letter and check for $5,000 from John and Pamela Gerst-
mayr specifically for the repair and maintenance of Spear Cemetery. On behalf of the Town, the Selectboard

wish to extend a sincere thank you to the Gerstmayr’s for this gift.
Meeting was adjourned at 7:50pm.
Next Selectboard meeting will be on Monday, February 9, 2015.

Respectfully Submitted,
Calista N Brennan



Jim Bertrand (802) 484-3420

Jjim@villagepainters.com P = 7
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384 WELD CEMETERY ROAD Vlllage Painters
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Fully Insured

802-342-1513
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WWW.NEWHALLFARMVT.COM Dave Hryckiewicz (802) 226-7035 Brow(r)l);ville VT. 05037

dave@yvillagepainters.com www.villagepainters.com
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JONATHAN L. SPRINGER, KEYES MOUNTAIN

P.C. HOLISTICS

12 Depot Avenue CHIROPRACTIC CARE &
Post Office Box 245 WHOLE FOOD NUTRITION
Windsor, Vermont 05089 Manual Chiropractic Manipulation

Spinal & Extremity Conditions
Advanced Soft-Tissue Therapies

(802) 674-2649 Pariication Pragram
Fax: (802) 674-2990
JOSHUAT. GALE, DC

Springer'aW1 @comcast.net www.keyesmountain.com
jtgaledc@me.com 802.291.2288

OFFICE LOCATIONS

JT LOGGING & EXCAVATING, INC. 76 Keyes Mtn. Road 39 Central Street
e Reading, VT Suite 201A

PO Box 233 . o - :
0X Jason Titus off Rt. 106 in Hammondsville WOOdStOCk, VT

Reading, VT 05062
Phone: 802-484-5610 President, owner

\ Fax: 802-484-5610
_-| Cell: 1-802-9529870

= mai;& e-mail: jtlogging@myfairpoint.net
= 3-&-.-' 4

Road Construction

Land Clearing & Stumping Site Work Northeast it .
Firewood, split & delivered Septic Installation Rural . ﬁ%’%;{A TREE PRESERVATION
AL 1 802.484.5539
—— — Management M . ‘ °
LLC . A M ExperiencedeInsured*References

KRIS BLANCHARD
Northeast Rural Resource Management, LLC
Member National Arborist Association

FADING

OUSE e

SKIN CARE & MASSAGE

Relax Rejuvenate Reconnect
*Gift Certificates available*

Master Licensed VT & NH & ME
(802) 484-1291 / (802) 226-7559

ReadingHouseVT.com | 802-484-3019 AndyPacz@gmail.com
3575 Route 106, Reading, VT 05062




Reading Elementary School
BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS’

Monthly Meeting
Wednesday December 17, 2014 - 6:00 PM
@ Reading Elementary School

DRAFT MINUTES

Attendance: School Board - Justin Sluka (Chair) , Shiri Macri (Clerk); School — Zooey Zullo, Libbet
Downs; SU — Richard Seaman (finance); Visitors — none.

Call to Order - The meeting was called to order at 6:07p
Approve minutes: Shiri Macri make a motion to approve the minutes of November 19, 2014. Justin

Sluka seconds the motion. No discussion. Minutes approved with no changes.

Action/Discussion

Review- Budget 2™ draft - Richard Seaman presents draft to board. Draft not yet public re:
staffing changes to be discussed in executive session. General review of summary and
line items. Zooey and Richard to make changes. Budget workshop meeting to be set.

Executive Session, Title 1, §313, VSA, - Shiri Macri makes a motion to enter into executive session

at 7:50pm to discuss personnel changes to the budget. Exited at 7:59p

Action/Discussion
New staff hire: Shiri Macri makes a motion to approve the hiring of Libbet Downs as Admin-

istrative Assistant. Justin Sluka seconds the motion. Discussion — Libbet comes to RES
highly recommended and a respected member of the community. Libbet has an exten-
sive background in education. The motion is approved unanimously.

Policy Warning: 2™ reading- Substitute Teacher Policy D6 — Shiri Macri makes a motion to
approve the Substitute Teacher Policy. Justin Sluka seconds the motion. Discussion
about pay level as well as education requirements.

The motion is amended. Justin Sluka makes a motion to approve the Substitute
Teacher Policy with a change to the last paragraph, first sentence to read “...
substitute teachers will be paid per diem wages as determined by the Reading EI-
ementary School Board from year to year.” Shiri Macri seconds the motion. No
discussion. The motion is approved.

Reports

Superintendent — Alice not present. Report submitted.

Principal- Zooey submits an informative, detailed report. Discussed classroom walk-through
status.

Visitors - none
Executive Session, Title 1, §313, VSA, - Shiri Macri makes a motion to enter into executive session

at 8:23pm for update on collective bargaining, negotiations. Exited at 8:59p.
Adjournment - The meeting was adjourned at 9:00p.

Next meetings: WCSU Board meeting: Monday, January 12, 2015 at 6:00 PM - WCSU Conf. Room
RES Board meeting: Wednesday, January 21, 2015 at 6:00 PM - RES




The Reading-West Windsor Food Shelf wishes to thank everyone who provided
support in 2014. HUGE THANKS to the 117 financial donors and to the dozens of
folks who provided produce from their gardens and orchards, bread from their ov-
ens, and groceries from their cupboards.

The mission of the Food Shelf is to ensure that no one in our little corner of Ver-
mont is suffering from food insecurity. Everyone deserves sufficient quantities of
good, nutritious food and we believe it is the responsibility of the local community to
ensure this. HEARTFELT THANKS TO EACH OF YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY,
WHICH ALLOWS THE FOOD SHELF TO FULFILL ITS MISSION.

The clothing room of the Food Shelf is in need of gently-worn winter outerwear in
all sizes. The clothing room is a 'swap' room that is open to all members of the com-
munity - not just food shelf clients. Located in the Old Stone Schoolhouse on Tyson
Road in South Reading, it is open on Thursdays from 4 to 6. The Food Shelf, in the
same location, is open Mondays (other than holidays) from 2 to 4 and Thursdays
from 4 to 6.

Jim & Sandy Peplau’s

Happy Acres Farm
Pure Maple Syrup, Hand Braided Rugs
826 Twenty Mile Stream Road
South Reading, VT 05153
484-7806

www.happyacresfarm.com

MEDICAL CARE AND TREATMENT
OF YOUR I IORSE

JoFF ONLCY, D.V.M.

P.O. Box 175 802.952.8450 = ccll
Reading, VI 05062 802484 5050 = ofllice
oney@hughes.net 802.741.4500 = pager

James Cloud PLUMBING & HEATING
Logging & Trucking CONTRACTOR
READING, VT Malagash Road PO Box 183
-484-5946 Reading, Vermont 05062
Snowplowing Firewood
EDWARD ALLEN (802) 484-5580

Farw Warket

Reading Greenhouse
ﬁ% Echo Lake Inn ng &
(kA “Grousing since 1988"
Featured in Bon Appetit and Vermont Magazines
CASUAL GOURMET CANDLELIGHT DINING
NIGHTLY FROM 6:90 PM 484-7272~ 786 rte. 106 Reading, VT
Rte. 100 & Tyson Reading Road View 6./ ke s on Facebook
KeVln P'J' Bames’ EXCCUtlve Chef wwwAFachookcom/GrcenlﬂouséinRéading\/T

Reservations 802-228-8602

Mon—Sat 9-5:30 & Sun 9-3
(Opcn Sundags for Summer & Holidays)




PTR’s—Property Transfers

- Sharen Conner to JP Morgan Chase Bank National Asso
house & .22 acres Route 106 $235,832.27

- Melinda Weschler to Stephen D. D’Agustino & William A.
Bakker

3 Easy Ways to Get Your Vermont Income
Tax Forms From the Vermont Department
of Taxes

1. Download fillable PDF forms from the web
Download, complete, and print forms at www.tax.vermont.gov
2. Order forms by email
Email request to taxforms@state.vt.us
3. Order forms by phone
Call toll-free in the U.S. at (855) 297-5600
When ordering, please provide 1) your name; 2) mailing address; 3) form num-
ber or form name; and 4) daytime phone number

Quick Tips:
Order your paper forms early (no later than April 1) for timely delivery
Use current year forms from the same source
Do not use photocopied forms
E-file your taxes for a faster refund!

One Tree
Fine Carpentry

o GARY MACIA BOX 839
(802) 484-9849 READING, VT 05062



http://www.tax.vermont.gov
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Librarian’s Note

The Reading Public Library will be showing Freedom & Unity: The Vermont Movie, the first-ever documentary series
about the state. The six-part film is a collaboration of over four dozen VT filmmakers. Sponsors include the VT Arts
Council, VT Humanities Council, and the VT Country Store. Advisors include historians, educators, artists, and au-
thors. The film is thematic, not chronological, exploring themes in the state’s history that recur and circle back, from
1777 to the present. Each part is approximately 80 minutes long. They will be shown on the following Fridays at 7
p.m.

February 6 — Part 1: “A Very New Idea” (exploring the Native and Colonial roots from which VT grew).

February 20 — Part 2: “Under the Surface” (exploring labor wars, eugenics, the McCarthy era, and progressive Re-
publicanism).

March 6 — Part 3: “Refuge, Reinvention and Revolution” (exploring innovation, interstates, and counter-culture).
March 20 — Part 4: “Doers and Shapers” (exploring progressivism in education and state law, from Act 250 to civil
unions).

April 3 — Part 5: “Ceres’ Children” (exploring participatory democracy and ethics in conservation and farming).
April 24 — Part 6: “People’s Power” (exploring contemporary tensions over energy, independence, climate, and the
state’s future).

The popcorn and the program are free.

This winter’'s book-discussion series will feature Remembrance of Things Past, the multi-volume novel by Mar-
cel Proust. We will be discussing the first volume, Swann’s Way, on Tuesday, February 17, at 7 p.m. For those who
have a Kindle or an iPad with a Kindle app, you can purchase the entire novel for $2.99 at Amazon. Or you can read
it online at openculture.com. | also have one copy of the novel at home; and the library has a Kindle with a copy of
the novel on it. | will probably be able to get one copy via interlibrary loan, as well.

Cordially,
Tony

Reading Listers’ February Report
Tax Preparation time for 2014:

Homestead Declaration- Reading parcel owners who have their domicile in Reading are required to file a Vermont
Homestead Declaration annually on or before April 15.

Filing State and Federal Income tax extensions- Individual circumstances may require filing an income tax exten-
sion. There are no extensions for the Homestead Declaration. The forms are due on April 15™ and are considered
late if not filed by this date. Late filings are subject to late penalties.

The Homestead filing information — It is the criteria for determining income sensitivity eligibility for any residential
state-wide educational property tax adjustment.

Non-residents- These parcel owners pay the non- resident state-wide education tax only adjusted for the Local
CLA.

Impact of not filing Homestead Declaration-If you have your domicile in Reading and fail to file a declaration, you
are subject to paying any difference between the residential and non-residential education tax plus a substantial
penalty.

Tax preparers- Remind your tax preparer of the annual Vermont Homestead filing requirement and the date for fil-
ing. Forms are available by going on line, and entering Vermont.gov, clicking on VT Tax Department, and clicking on
forms.

The Reading Common Level of Appraisal for 2015 is 99.75.

Reading Listers,
John Fike
Penny Allyn
Richard Sullivan




Reading Planning Commission Meeting

January 5, 2015, 7 p.m., Reading Town Offices

Present: Steve Strait, Ken Cox, Kevin Kaija, Becky Basch
Guests: Jason Rasmussen, Dan Potter, Russ Corbin

Energy Committee — Becky provided an update on the first Energy Committee meeting that was held in November.
She said that a few people attended the first meeting. Becky and Jean Goldsborough went to the conference
held by the Vermont Climate Action Network (VECAN) in Fairlee in early December and came back with some
good ideas for projects that could happen in Reading. Becky will go to the January Selectboard meeting and will
ask the Selectboard to appoint her as Energy Coordinator and then the committee will be Ad Hoc depending on
projects they decide to undertake. The Energy Committee meets again on January 19" at the Library.

Minutes of November 3, 2014 — Ken made a motion to approve as printed, Steve seconded, all were in favor

Town Plan adoption — the Selectboard is having a public hearing on the adoption of the Town Plan on Monday, Jan-
uary 12". Planning Commission members were asked to attend.

Flood resiliency grants — SWCRPC representatives Jason Rasmussen and Dan Potter were present to discuss a
grant that is available through the High Meadows Fund for building resilience in Vermont's watersheds. The
Ottaquechee Resource Conservation District (ORCD) invited SWCRPC to collaborate on a grant to look at resil-
iency projects in the Mill Brook Watershed. Jason said that a Phase || geomorphic assessment is being con-
ducted by Fitzgerald Environmental for the Mill Brook watershed and that some project recommendations will
come out of that study. The RPC will file a letter of intent with ORCD by Feb 1°. Dan Potter explained that po-
tential mitigation projects range from planting trees to buying easements for flood plain storage. The Planning
Commission and Selectboard would be part of the discussion as the project develops. Report from Phase Il ge-
omorphic assessment will be out in middle of February and will be done by middle of March, and the final grant
application is due in April. Jason said that the High Meadows Fund is looking to fund 3 projects statewide. Russ
Corbin asked if Fish and Wildlife would be involved. Ken said that Marie Caduto (watershed coordinator) would
be involved, and they were looking for representatives from 3 towns. Ken said he would likely be involved
through his job at ANR but will not represent the Town as it would be a conflict of interest. Kevin mentioned that
the Mill Brook Watershed Association collected data on the Mill Brook several years ago. Jason said they would
look at that data to see if it can be used for the current assessment work.

Zoning revisions — Steve brought a list of items that need to be reviewed for the Zoning Bylaw update. Items for re-
view are as follows:

Map — The PC started to modify zoning boundaries to better meet parcel boundaries several years ago. Steve
said listers should look at the map to see if the parcel boundaries have changed.

Significant Wildlife Habitat Overlay district — A draft was developed in 2009 and this needs to be finalized. There
was some discussion about how the corridor boundaries were developed. Russ Corbin asked how the deer
wintering areas are determined as wildlife patterns seem to change according to the forest regeneration.
Russ asked if the corridors are necessary for the long term and was concerned that he would not be able to
subdivide his land if it were in the overlay district. Russ said he thought that the corridor should be at the

highest elevations rather than best building sites. Steve commented that development is not prohibited
in the overlay district, but siting may be reviewed so that development is not located in the
middle of the corridor. Ken commented that the idea is to create a buffer where wildlife
can thrive without being too close to people. Jason said that he could talk to Jens and
Forrest Hammond in relation to the Wildlife Habitat Overly District to get their opinions
and to see if they could attend a Planning Commission meeting to discuss the back-
ground of the corridor development.

Ridgeline Protection Overlay District — Steve said we should look at it again to determine the
ridgelines that should be included. Jason said that they have software to do viewshed
analysis from a number of vantage points to assist in determining which ridgelines can be
seen from a number of different locations. They used this software for a viewshed analy-
sis in Ludlow. Steve will look at the contour maps as well.

Continued on page 10




Continued from page 9

Driveway setbacks — Bob Allen asked about driveway setback requirements, and the SB determined that drive-
ways should be 25 ft from property boundaries. Steve said he thought that the change should be included
in the Zoning changes.

Housing — Setback requirements should waive setbacks for accessibility ramps.

Forest Fragmentation Project recommendations - Steve said Forest Fragmentation Project included technical
review of town plan and zoning in App E. Steve handed out the pages of the document that included rec-
ommended changes to the zoning bylaws. Jason said that they have some grant funding through Dept of
Forests, Parks and Recreation forest stewardship project that can be used to assist with zoning changes
related to forest stewardship. Dan said that there is a deadline at the end of March so they will need to pro-
vide this assistance in the near future. Becky asked if the RPC has the most recent copy of the Zoning By-
laws. Jason said that the most recent document they have is dated March 2009, and Forest Overlay Dis-
trict map is dated April 2009. Jason said the RPC would look at the maps and would follow up with John
Fike to make sure that the parcel boundaries are up to date. Steve asked PC members to review the rec-
ommendations in the Forest Fragmentation Study, and asked that Jason bring a hard copy to PC meet-
ings.

Keven made a motion to adjourn, Ken seconded, meeting adjourned at 8:30 pm

Respectfully submitted,
Becky Basch, Secretary

Tune into our local Front Porch Forum
Many local residents and public officials participate in our local Front Porch Forum (FPF). FPF is a
Vermont-based online service that helps neighbors connect and build community by hosting local
online conversations in every town in the state. To read more about missing pets, wildlife sight-
ings, break-ins, road conditions, local events, recommendations, helping neighbors in need and
more, sign up (free of charge) at FrontPorchForum.com.

———
Visit our Country Shop & Barn
9 Iy ahop
Keep (] N MILL BROOK ANTIQUES
Since 1975 OPEN ALL YEAR On Rt 106
484-5942
W Please call when you have antiques to sell.
A Country Cafe Nancy & John Stahura
RESTAURANT FULL BAR
CATERING PRIVATE PARTIES LOGGING & LAND CLEARING SANDING
BRUSH CHIPPING SNOW PLOWING
BUSH HOGGING LIGHT EXCAVATION
Tuesday - Saturday from Spm ROLLING MEADOWS FARM
Holiday- Weekends and Summer  CUSTOM FARMING
open Sundays David Goodhouse * 484-5540

Rt 106 & Bailey’s Mills Road, Reading, VT
484-9090 BAILEY’S MILLS BED & BREAKFAST

www.keeperscafe.com
View and Like us on facebook

Charming and Historic
Enquires Welcome

4847809 BARBARA THAEDER
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Mama Mia’s Bistro
World Class Dining Prepared by the PTO
Reading Elementary School

February 8, 2015
4:30 —6:30 PM

Come enjoy a delicious Italian dinner
Spaghetti, Homemade Meatballs, Sausage
Marinara, Salad, Garlic Bread, Desserts

Cost $8 for adults; $5 for children
Under age 5 free Families $20.00

Valentine Gift Baskets will be
raffled off at the dinner also.

School Closed Dates
February 16—20 Winter Break
3/2-3,4/13-17,5/25
6/12 Last Day of school (with 3 snow days included)
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