Selectmen Meeting

August 11, 2014
UNAPPROVED
The meeting was called to order at 6:02pm.
Present:  Robert Allen, Gordy Eastman, Jim Peplau and Glen Towne. 
Robert started the meeting asking if there were changes to the agenda.  There were no changes.
Minutes of the July14th meeting were approved as printed.
Treasurer’s Report: As of 7/31/14, Expenses were $89,491.12, Revenue was $27,096.81. Balance in Citizen’s $52,671.66, balance in LSB $201,987.83. Delinquent taxes for 2011-13 are $69,581.09.  Jim moved to approve and Gordy seconded.  Report is accepted. 
Action Items:
A) Tax Rate 2014-15:  The municipal tax rate was set at .4007 to cover the Selectboard budget as voted at Town Meeting.  The rates received for the Education taxes are:
Non-Resident $1.4723 and Resident $1.7156.  Jim moved to accept, Gordy seconded.  

The tax rates are set.
B) Homestead Filing Penalties:  Last year the Selectboard voted to waive the late filing penalties for one year.  Jim moved that these penalties will NOT be waived this year, Gordy seconded.
C) Irene FEMA Payments:  We have received the last of the FEMA payments for the 2011 Tropical Storm Irene.  The State of Vermont still owes Reading about $45,000, which has been submitted for payment.
D) Highways:  The culvert on Stone Chimney by the Tully’s has been removed.  Roadside mowing should be started the week of August 18th.  The new truck and body have been ordered.  It will be 12 to 14 weeks before we take delivery.  
E) Rain Damage on 7/28/14:  FEMA and AOT have visited the Town in regards to washouts on Tyson Road (in 3 places), Weld Cemetery, Town Hill, and Stone Chimney.  Brown Schoolhouse had some minor washouts that have been fixed.  The estimate to fix the damage is in the $50 to $60,000 range. FEMA has not yet declared the area as a fundable disaster, therefore we do not know if we will receive any financial aid or not at this time.  All roads are passable at this time. Gurney and Miller Construction have visited the bridge site.  We are waiting on bids.  
F) Scope of Work for Town Hall Siding:  Bob presented a draft for discussion. Selectmen discussed going to some new available siding and sheeting products, including Vinyl, Hardie Plank which is a new fiber cement material and wood clapboards. The feeling is that it would be very expensive, time consuming and have high maintenance costs to continue with shakes.  
G) Other:  The Newhall farm field near the School has been seeded and the area reclaimed and blocked off at least for the time being. It should be noted that this field access should not be considered a normal entrance to the school for drop off and pick up of children. Access through this area will be limited for emergencies only. 

The Selectmen discussed a question brought up at the July meeting about a ‘No Dogs Allowed’ sign at the Bartley Memorial Field. Robert had discussions with a couple of the Recreation Commission members and learned that they had installed the signs at their expense after they found a real ‘doggie mess’ in the field in the spring and then again each time they mowed. Being that people are obviously not picking up after their dogs, and the potential for children or anyone wanting to use the field for recreation purposes, it was decided to leave the sign in place. 
Meeting was adjourned at 7:05pm.
Next Selectboard meeting will be on Monday, September 8th, 2014 at 6:00pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

Gordy Eastman
