A Librarian for All

In 1912, Minnie Fay, the librarian at the Reading Public Library, put a note in the town’s annual report to thank Frank Hook, the mail carrier, for delivering books to readers who were unable to make it to the library. She believed that everyone should have access to books, not just people who could make it to the library.

For those that lived within walking distance but were too old or infirm to make it to the building, she had her own solution. A small light blue cart that she would load with books and wheel to these people who wanted something to read. She didn’t let snow stop her; in winter she used a sled.

She also didn’t let the library’s hours stand in the way of someone who wanted a book. In 1899, she let it be known that “if anyone who lives at a distance from Felchville desired to obtain books [on a day the library was not open] they can do so by calling at the home of the librarian.”

Minnie Fay (August 6, 1857-July 6, 1940) showed such devotion to all she did. At 20, she became a school teacher. For her whole life she believed in temperance, founding the Blue Ribbon Club in 1887 with like-minded individuals. She strove for the maintenance of the universalist church in the village. For several years she taught Sunday school in her home, for 50 years she was the Reading correspondent for the Vermont Standard, and for 42 years (1897-1939), she was the librarian at the Reading Public Library. 

Age, as it always does, caught up with this very active woman. In 1939, her assistant Inez Burnham noted in her journal:

“It is with regret that we have to say that our librarian, so devoted, so earnest, and so capable has not been quite strong enough to attend to the regular duties of the library for the past few months. We think she is rare because it can truly be said of her that she lives in and for her work.”

[bookmark: _GoBack]Expanding on Inez’s sentiment a bit more, it can be said that Minnie Fay embodied the very purpose of a public library: access to knowledge, information, and works of the imagination. Yes, Gilbert A Davis, paid to build the library, generosity worthy of having his name on the building, but Minnie Fay gave it her heart and soul. 
