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December 7, 2015, at 7 pm
Planning Commission Members Present: Steve Strait, Ken Cox, Becky Basch
Guests – Marie Caduto (VT DEC), Dan Potter(SWCRPC), Bob Allen, Jim Peplau, Gordy Eastman, Sue Greenall (ONRCD), Larry Kasden (ONRCD), and members of the public
1. Mill Brook Watershed presentation – Dan Potter, from SWCRPC, said that in 2012 the RPC received an Ecosystem Restoration Grant for a stream geomorphic assessment project for the Mill Brook watershed. The watershed is contained in the towns of Reading, West Windsor and Windsor. The report listed several implementation projects in each town in the watershed. The RPC then applied for High Meadows Fund grant to do some of the implementation projects listed in the Geomorphic Assessment report. Projects were narrowed down to a few for each town, so the RPC is meeting with towns to see which projects should be implemented first. Dan said that the new grant also includes an educational element, so they holding two public meetings with an educational element .
a. Stream Table – Marie Caduto (VT ANR) and Larry Kasten (ONRCD) presented a Stream Table which demonstrates the way a river meanders and transports sediment. Water was pumped onto the table at different speeds, and obstructions put in the river to demonstrate how a river moves over time. There was discussion about different culvert types and shapes, the amount of space needed for a river corridor (typically 6 times the width of the stream), the affects of rip rap on a river, and flood plain management with the goal being to create an equilibrium so that the river can move within its corridor and not cause too much damage to property.
b. Mill Brook Watershed implementation projects - Dan Potter of SWCRPC discussed implementation projects that came out of the Mill Brook Watershed Geomorphic Assessment project that would promote resiliency within the watershed. The High Meadows Fund will fund a few of these projects, so the RPC is going to towns to get their feedback. Some of the projects are as follow:
i. Medium cost projects
· Baileys Mill B&B– Planting vegetation to stabilize the bank of the reconstructed pond. 
· Valley from Baileys Mills B&B upstream to Brown Schoolhouse Road  - work with conservation group to buy development rights, remove berms, open up the floodplain
· Kitteridge Pasture Rd –plant buffer on upper slope to reduce sediment in channel & reduce risk of future erosion. Plantings will speed up stabilization process
ii. Higher cost projects:
· Arch culvert on Baileys Mills Road – replace arch culvert with a bridge in order to reduce constriction that caused increased flooding upstream. 
· Rolling Meadows Farm –reconstruct a channel with sufficient width to accommodate ongoing sediment load, remove berms to reconnect flood plains, install floodplain benches, plant area with native vegetation. Log landing, firewood processing area
ONRCS members Larry Kasten & Sue Greenall said that their role is to provide education, and can provide plantings. Sue Greenall said they sent letters to landowners whose properties were identified in needing riparian buffers. Dan asked members of the Planning Commission and Selectboard to review the projects and let them know which ones would be the most feasible and highest priority. He said that he needs a list of projects by end of January 
2. Minutes of October 7, 2015 – Steve made a motion to accept as written, Ken seconded the motion, all were in favor
3. Singletons on Tyson road –The issue regarding a subdivision permit was already resolved with the Zoning Administrator.
4. Municipal Planning Grant - The Town received a Municipal Planning grant from the State to complete zoning edits. Dan Potter said that the Town needs to execute contract with RPC for the work, and needs to finalize the Scope of Work presented in the grant.  Planning Commission members will review the Scope of Work and will discuss possible additions via email. Work can start in January. The Planning Commission will try to have final SOW ready for next meeting (1/4/16). Either Dan or Jason will attend January meeting.
5. Next meeting – January 4th, 2016
6. Vacancy –  There was discussion about the vacancy on the Planning Commission. Steve said it would be good to fill the vacancy with someone who is familiar with what the Planning Commission does.  
7. Ken made a motion to adjourn, Steve seconded all in favor. Meeting adjourned at 8:45 pm
Respectfully submitted,
Becky Basch, Secretary
