Selectmen Meeting

November 10, 2014
UNAPPROVED
The meeting was called to order at 6:00pm.
Present:  Robert Allen, Gordy Eastman, Jim Peplau, Calista Brennan, Becky Basch, Kevin Barnes and Katie Savage
Robert started the meeting asking if there were changes to the agenda.  There were no changes.
Minutes of the October 13th meeting were approved as printed.
Treasurer’s Report: As of 10/31/14, Expenses were $43,363.82; Revenue was $1,315,519.06. Balance in Citizen’s $52,672.99, balance in LSB $1,558,149.08. Delinquent taxes for 2011-14 are $176,840.09. Delinquent tax amount is as of November 5th 2014.  Jim moved to approve and Gordy seconded.  Report is accepted. 
Action Items:
A) Planning Commission:  A Public Hearing was held on November 3rd along with the regular Planning meeting.  Becky was here to give a brief overview of changes and to submit the Town Plan to the Select Board.  The next step is for the Select Board to hold a Public Hearing within 120 days.
B) Amsden Property:  Robert will get together with a State inspector about the possibility asbestos in the house.  He will also get with Gary Vittum about a controlled burn of the barn.
C) Homestead Filing Tax Penalty Update:  Due to the inaccurate article in the Vermont Standard which indicated that Reading had waived the Homestead Filing Penalty, the Select board has decided to waive the late filing penalty again for 2014 Tax bills.  There was discussion about the confusion the article would cause should Reading enforce the penalty as was voted in 2013. Refund checks will be issued to those that have paid.  Since this is an ongoing issue the Select Board is looking into writing a policy to clarify their position on this issue. In addition the Selectboard will ask the Town Clerk and Listers to review the tax bills versus the Grand List to determine who is not filing the homestead form which allows them to be assessed the lower non-residential tax rate instead of the residential tax rate. Those residents will be receiving an updated tax bill for the difference.
D) Highways:  The new truck is about a week away from delivery.  Ditch lining from the July 28th storm is done with the exception of Town Hill Road.  Robert will follow up with a letter to Sally Barngrove about her request to change the water flow on Town Hill.  A request was received to put a gate up during mud season on the Rich Trail.  Robert will follow up with a letter to the property owner.  The Town’s driveway permit does not have clear boundary set back guidelines.  This will be addressed as there have been a couple of issues brought to the attention of the Selectboard where driveways are being installed very close to a neighbor’s boundary line.
E) Emergency Grant – July 28 Storm:  The Town will be filing an application to request funding for the storm damage on Weld Cemetery Road, Town Hill Road, Kittridge Pasture Road and the Bridge on Tyson Road in South Reading.
F) Other:  Kevin Barnes stated that Bartley Field has been winterized and locked for the winter.  
Meeting was adjourned at 7:00pm.
Next Selectboard meeting will be on Monday, December 8, 2014 at 6:00pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

Calista N Brennan
