[bookmark: _GoBack]Reading Planning Commission Meeting
and Public Hearing for the 2014 Reading Town Plan
Monday, November 3, 2014 at 7:00 p.m.
Planning Commission Members Present: Steve Strait, Ken Cox, Becky Basch, Kevin Kaija, Patrick McLean
Guests: Jason Rasmussen (SWCRPC), Rob Macri, Shiri Macri
1. Town Energy Committee – Becky reported that she met with the Selectboard to propose forming an Energy Committee in Reading.  The first meeting will be on Thursday, November 13th at 7 pm n the Town Hall. The purpose of the meeting is to gauge interest and gather ideas for energy efficiency or alternative energy projects and educational forums, and to look into ways to help residents and town buildings more energy self-sufficient. 

2. Minutes of September 4, 2014 – Steve made a motion to approve the minutes as presented in the Informer, Ken seconded, all were in favor. Steve commented that the August minutes haven’t been printed yet. Becky said she would follow up with the Town Clerk. 

3. Town Plan Public Hearing – Steve called to order the Planning Commission Public Hearing for the proposed 2014 Town Plan. Shiri and Rob Macri were present. Steve explained that if there were comments that the Planning Commission felt were substantial, we would have another public hearing. If comments are not substantial, the Planning Commission will approve the draft and send it on to the Selectboard who will also have a public hearing. Steve explained that the SB can approve the plan after their hearing or request changes. 
Comments: 
Shiri Macri read comments related to language in the introduction regarding the school. Shiri requested that five sentences be removed from the last paragraph under the “Town Plan Survey and Discussion Groups” section as she felt that the comments were “a biased interpretation of the data”. She requested that the five sentences starting with “Almost 79% of survey respondents felt…” be removed.
Jason commented that if the PC makes a substantial change there has to be another public hearing, so the PC has to make a determination if the comments were substantial. Steve said that there was a lot of discussion about the education section when the Commission was reviewing Chapter 4 and after several revisions, all parties came to an agreement on the language in that chapter. Kevin commented survey responses from the 2003 Survey that the school was not as much of an issue as it was in the latest survey. 
Ken asked if the concern was that the language in the chapter was disproportionate from the other issues mentioned in the Introduction. Shiri confirmed that this was her concern, especially including language about consolidation as consolidation is no longer on the table. Shiri said that not many people responded to the survey and only one school board member responded. Ken stated that he did not think removing the 5 sentences from the Introduction would be a substantial change. 
After some discussion, members agreed that the sentences referenced in Ms. Macri’s comments were not necessary to have in the introduction as the topic was discussed in more depth in Chapter 4 in the Education section. 

Ken commented that when changes are made in documents that the State reviews, a comment document that discusses the rational for making or not making the change requested. Steve asked if Shiri was representing the School Board – Shiri said that she was not but was there as a concerned citizen. 
Kevin made a motion to remove the 5 sentences from the 2nd paragraph on page 3, beginning with “Almost” and ending with “…is so low”. Ken seconded the motion. All were in favor. 
Steve made a motion to approve the Town Plan with the change and move it along to public hearing at their earliest convenience. Ken seconded the motion. All were in favor. 
Steve closed the Public Hearing of the Town Plan. 
4. Forest Stewardship Grant - Jason Rasmussen of SWCRPC was present to talk about a Forest Stewardship grant that the SWCRPC received for the purpose of implementing a Town Plan element. He said that this could be an opportunity to finish the zoning amendments regarding the Significant Wildlife Habitat Overlay District and get them adopted. Steve commented that the Planning Commission also needs to finalize the zoning map. Jason said that he thought these activities fit into the grant guidelines as the project should implement tools to support goals of the town plan. Kevin asked about Liquidation Logging – Jason said that some towns are looking at “upland logging” in relation to watershed protection, but he was not aware of any language that could be included in the zoning to address this issue.

5. Next Meeting - Steve suggested that the PC not meet in December but attend the SB hearing and meet in January to discuss the forestry grant. January meeting will be on the 5th. Steve said that the PC should be thinking about other tweaks to zoning. He said that the Zoning Administrator asked about setbacks for driveways. 

6. Other - Rob Macri had a concern about septic in the village. He said that there are concerns about septic in the village as. Jason said that there’s a loan for the town to look at the problem and possible solutions, the loan would have to be paid back based on the size of the solutions. Rob said he had heard that there was a site approved for water treatment system – Kevin said he thought it was for a large leech field. Steve suggested that several residents from the village get on the SB agenda to discuss the problem.
 
7. Ken made a motion to adjourn, Patrick seconded. Meeting adjourned at 8:10 pm.

