Selectmen Meeting

September 8, 2014
UNAPPROVED
The meeting was called to order at 6:01pm.
Present:  Robert Allen, Gordy Eastman, Jim Peplau, Calista Brennan, Glen Towne, Gary Vittum, Curt Allen, Esther Allen, Jim Bennett, Pam Barnes, Kevin Barnes, John Diggins, Ken Cox, Chris Titus, Diane Moore, Steve Ellis, Ruthanne Howgate, Karl Hanson, Jane Cleveland, John Broker-Campbell, Steve Strait, Ann Ackley and Carl Peterson.
Robert started the meeting asking if there were changes to the agenda.  There were no changes.
Minutes of the August 11th meeting were approved as printed.
Treasurer’s Report: As of 8/30/14, Expenses were $78,878.35; Revenue was $117,664.58, with $104,272.82 in current taxes. Balance in Citizen’s $52,672.11, balance in LSB $241,040.69. Delinquent taxes for 2011-13 are $62,335.75.  There are 5 going up for tax sales October 20th.  Jim moved to approve and Gordy seconded.  Report is accepted. 
Action Items:
A) SWCRPC – Review ‘All Hazard Plan’:  This plan is another phase that needs to be put in place so that if there is another disaster the Town would receive the higher amount available from FEMA and the State.  John Broker-Campbell went over a survey to get responses on how likely different types of disasters could affect the Town.  He will put together a summary of the response and get together with the Selectboard to go over. 
B) Bartley Field Use:  There was a lot of discussion over the no dogs sign at Bartley Field.  The Rec Commission had placed these signs as there has been an ongoing problem with dog waste not being properly disposed of.  Karl Hanson had offered to purchase and maintain a dog waste receptacle.  The end result was that Robert suggested that the Rec Commission and the dog owners get together and work something out. 
C) EC Fiber Update:  Steve Ellis gave a brief update, including that this will be coming to Reading on route 106 from route 44 to the Woodstock Town line.  There will be an informational meeting at the Reading Elementary School on September 18th.  EC Fiber is a tax-free investment for interested parties. 
D) Tree Work on Tyson Road:  There are several dead maples on the Tyson Road west of the Puckerbrush intersection.  One of the managers at Newhall Farm told Robert that they are having some other tree work done and will look into removing some of these trees that are on their property. There are also trees on the southerly side of Tyson Road that also need to be removed. The Road Foreman will look into the process for getting those trees removed.
E) Homestead Filing Tax Penalty:  John Diggins has requested that the penalty he received be waived.  He had to file an extension for reasons beyond his control and was unaware that the Homestead Declaration had to be filed by April 15th.  The Selectmen tabled any action on this request until next month’s meeting so that more information may be gathered. 
F) Meeting Minutes for Reading Informer:  In view of the “Open Meeting Law” and the need for Towns to be more transparent a motion was made by Jim to have the minutes from the Selectmen’s, Planning Commission, Library and Recreation Commission printed monthly in the Informer.  Gordy seconded.  
G) Highways:  Glen stated that all road side mowing has been completed.  We are waiting to see if the rain storm on July 28th will be declared a disaster by FEMA.  We are getting a third quote on the bridge on Tyson Road from Daniels Construction.
H) Speed Limit on Route 106:  The Selectmen received a request from Rachel Navaro to have them request the State to have the speed limit reduced to 40 MPH from Hammondsville to the 40MPH section southerly of route 44.  This is being requested due to the projected increase in large trucks going to the Wood Pellet Facility. Several in the meeting indicated that they did not believe speed would be a problem in this area. The Selectmen agreed to leave the limit as is and see what the change in traffic will be once the Facility opens.
I) Other: None 
Meeting was adjourned at 8:00pm.
Next Selectboard meeting will be on Monday, October 13, 2014 at 6:00pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

Calista N Brennan
