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August 18, 2014
Present: Steve Strait, Patrick McLean, Ken Cox, Kevin Kaija, Becky Basch
Guest: Anika James, Suncommon
1. Minute of June 9, 2014 – Steve commented that the June minutes were not in the latest Informer so adoption of the minutes were tabled until next month
2. Anika James was present to information about Suncommon, a Benefit Corporation and a spin off from VPIRG that provides an affordable way to “go solar.” The company offers technical assistance and loans to help homeowners and communities produce solar power affordably. Suncommon provides financing with payments similar to a utility bill, and ownership of the panels once the loan is paid off. Suncommon also offers air source heat pumps which provide a highly efficient form of heating.  
Anika said that Suncommon offers loans with 1.99 or 2.99 % interest rate or 20-yr loan with higher interest but lower monthly payments.  
Suncommon is also working with a few communities to develop “Community solar” which are larger systems that may cover an acre of space with panels to provide power for 20-30 homes. Suncommon manages the system and works with investors who will own the Community Solar Arrays and take advantage of federal tax credits. 
There was some discussion about other organizations that are offering assistance with setting people up with solar power. Anika said that Vital Communities’ Solarize program is similar to the program that VPIRG started several years ago;  and the Clean Energy Collective consists of larger scale field installations where the homeowner owns the panels but they are located on someone else’s land. 
Anika said that State legislation is making installation of solar arrays much easier, and federal tax credits expire in 2016, so they are making a push to install as many systems as possible to take advantage of the tax credits. 
Anika asked the Planning Commission for ideas for getting the word out. A public forum was discussed, and possible meeting places. Several members also mentioned the Front Porch Forum, which also serves Brownsville. Steve said there might be a fee to hold the meeting in Robinson Hall unless Suncommon was sponsored by the Planning Commission. Steve was concerned about sponsoring one company without providing the same opportunities to other solar providers. Anika said that in the past when they have made presentations in towns that have energy committees, the committee sponsors the meeting and lists other installers or other options. Steve suggested that Anika start with talking to the Town Clerk to see if a group can rent the town hall or hold public meetings there. Kevin suggested talking about benefit corporations as well if Suncommon holds a public forum.  
There was some discussion about whether Anika should make a presentation to the Selectboard.  Steve suggested  that the Selectboard would be interested in the community solar program.
Kevin said there was a group in town that was organizing community firewood for those in need but he did not know who to contact about that. 
Patrick asked about the life span of the systems. Anika said that after 50 years the panels are much less efficient,  so producing less power and would likely have to be replaced. Anika said that Suncommon warrantees the panels for 25 years. 
Anika is going to contact Callista Brennan and discuss some possible dates for a public forum. 
2.	Changes to Vermont’s Open Meeting Law – Steve presented a few highlights of the changes to Vermont’s Open Meeting Law. He said the State has developed strict rules about having a printed agenda for regular or special meetings that must be posted in a public place at least 48 hrs in advance of the meeting. There are also rules preventing changes to a meeting agenda at last minute. Minutes have to be made available within 5 days after the meeting. A quorum of board can’t have any business discussion outside of the meeting as it would be considered an “unannounced meeting”. Email may be used for scheduling, and all emails must be made available to the public.
3. 	Town Plan – Ken handed out a list of changes. Some of the more substantial changes were discussed as follows:
· P 47 – water section – add language
· P 24 – woodstoves – change to “Educate the community about the importance of purchasing stoves with catalytic converters” or similar
· P 25 – add to 5th bullet point: “Reading should consider an ordinance requiring that new wood-fired furnaces to comply with state regulations, especially in village centers or other densely developed areas”
· P 41 – Solid Waste disposal section – Ken suggested adding language about the mandatory composting that will take effect in 2016.  Steve didn’t think we know enough about it to add language at this point.
· p. 43 – Policy #1 – Change to: The Town shall support the retention and ongoing maintenance and repair of  town-owned historic structures
· p. 58 – update language on wood pellet plant as it will be operational soon. Ken will suggest language to add to the Plan
Steve suggested changes as follow:
· In Chapter 2, change 1500 to 1800 feet  to be consistent with the Ridgeline overlay district, and in definitions in back)
· Chapter 9, p 67 – this plan presents the Action steps – replace with sentence provided by Steve
· Implementation Matrix – Paving Tyson Road – just say cost is “high” rather than putting in cost per mile, and check page #s after final edits and formatting or take out page #s
Glossary – 
· P77 – Frontal access  - remove from chapter
· P 80 – pick one of two defs for sustainability – the majority were in favor of the second definition
· Drop “Traveling network” and “tree-canopied stream from glossary

4. Public hearing – There was discussion about possibly having the Public Hearing on the Plan in October, but Patrick commented that we should take one last look at the maps to make sure the changes were made. It was agreed to review the maps in September and schedule the hearing after that. The next meeting will be moved to Thursday September 4th to avoid having the meeting on Labor Day. Steve will ask Jason to send digital copies of maps prior to the meeting.
Ken made a motion to accept the latest document as the official draft of the Plan including the edits discussed, Patrick seconded the motion, all were in favor
5. Adjournment – Ken made a motion to adjourn. Meeting adjourned at 8:25 pm
