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June 13, 2016 at 7 pm
Present – Steve Strait, Becky Basch, Ken Cox
Guests – Dan Potter (SWCRPC), Kathy Cohen Rondeau, Rachel Navaro
1) Minutes of May 2, 2016 – Steve pointed out that Bob Allen was at the meeting so should be added to the list of attendees.  Steve made a motion to approve with that addition, Ken seconded the motion, all were in favor
2) Wildlife Habitat Protection areas – Dan Potter projected an interactive map of the town with a number of different layers including parcel boundaries, zoning districts, and the proposed Wildlife Travel Corridor and Ridgeline overlay districts. Dan clicked on parcels within the proposed Wildlife Overlay District to see how big the parcels are in the district and where buildings are located.  Parcels are mainly larger than 20 acres, although there are several 10-acre parcels in the district. There are some smaller parcels closer to Rt 106. The PC reviewed the parcel map to see how many lots would be affected by changing to 25-acre zoning. Ken commented that we may want to adjust the boundaries of the overlay district to better meet parcel boundaries, especially near Route 106. Rachel Navaro expressed interest in extending the wildlife travel corridor to include her property which is across Route 106 from the upper part of the corridor. However, as it is in the deer wintering area, the PC noted that the regulations would be the same as in the wildlife corridor.  Rachel commented that one property across the street was clear cut and wondered if land clearing could be regulated. Dan said that towns cannot regulate logging. Rachel asked if we could recommend that landowners do some erosion control work. Ken said that if the logging causes a discharge to state waters, the landowner could be subject to a penalty.  Forestry is subject to acceptable management practices. If they follow these practices and there is still a discharge, they are held harmless; but if they do not follow these practices, they are subject to a penalty. Dan said that the purpose of the regulations that the town is proposing is to minimize impacts from development on the wildlife corridor. Ken commented that buildings and roads should be located on the edges of corridor.  He said if we leave ten-acre zoning, it would have a bigger impact as there would be more houses and barking dogs that would affect wildlife. Ken suggested making some adjustments to the corridor boundaries, take out some of the smaller lots, and look at the continuity of the forest to develop the corridor. Steve commented that the corridor follows the NW to SE slope and leads toward Ascutney. Dan also showed the proposed Ridgeline Protection overlay district in relation to the proposed Wildlife Travel Corridor. There are a couple of small ridgelines in the Wildlife Travel Corridor. 
The Planning Commission then looked at Deer wintering habitat. Dan said that he spoke to the Zoning Administrator from another town that has a wildlife habitat overlay district.  The ZA recommended referencing the most up to date State maps in the regulations as the wintering areas move over time.  
The PC also looked at privately conserved land and current use – much of the town is covered by one or the other. 
Ken proposed that we increase the minimum lot size for parcels within the wildlife travel corridor and the deer wintering areas to 25-acres. Steve suggested making special districts which require 25-acre lot sizes within the overlay district area. Ken suggested including incentives for those who put development outside the overlay district. Becky commented that there are subdivision regs in which as long as the total density is met, smaller parcels could be subdivided out. Steve commented that legally there can only be one principle development per lot. Steve said that increasing the lot size would be a minimum change within the corridor could take care of a big part of the intent of the wildlife corridor. Steve added that we should also look at the subdivision regulations for this district. As for the deer wintering area, we want to reference the most recent data from ANR so we can’t tweak the boundaries or impose large lot zoning as the overlay may change. There may be some part of the deer wintering area that could be connected to the travel corridor. Dan will work on fixing the boundaries of the Wildlife Travel Corridor overlay district. 
Dan said that Shrewsbury is the town with a significant wildlife habitat overlay district. There regulations include field verification and reference the most recent map coverages, and also include language about who should be consulted regarding verification of the habitat areas. Dan added that he recently attended a presentation given by Jens Hilke of the VT DEC in which he stressed the importance of wildlife corridors and connections between towns. 
3) July meeting – 7/11 – Ken will bring photos of ridgeline development
4)  Adjournment – Ken made a motion to adjourn – meeting adjourned at 8:50 pm

Respectfully Submitted,
Becky Basch, Secretary
