[bookmark: _GoBack]Reading Planning Commission Meeting
Monday, May 4, 2015 at 7 pm
Present: Steve Strait, Ken Cox, Becky Basch
Guests: Katherine Otto (SWCRPC)
1. March2, 2015 PC minutes – Steve noted that the March minutes were not printed in the April informer, Becky commented that the may have been too long for the informer and members will have to review the minutes posted on the town website. Steve will remind people to look at the website before the next meeting
2. Forest Stewardship Atlas – Katharine Otto from SWCRPC presented a new online tool that is available for public use to assist in planning and forestry stewardship in the region and the state. The link for the new tool is: http://anrmaps.vermont.gov/websites/foreststewardship/. Katherine explained the main functions of the Atlas how to use some of the tools, and encouraged planning commission members to view the Atlas online. She said that the tool was created to assist foresters and towns with planning for forest resources. The atlas was based on an atlas created for the VT Agency of Natural Resources. Katharine said that although the RPC will be done with the project in two weeks, she believes that the ANR will keep the data on the atlas up to date. 
3. Ridgeline protection overlay district – PC Members reviewed a revised version of the Ridgeline Protection Overlay district. The current district follows the 1800-foot contour line for the most part, but it was clear from the map that some ridgelines are higher and the area above 1800 feet is very large. Steve asked the RPC to create a map that included contours a certain distance from the top of the ridgelines, where development may be more of an issue. Ken commented that he had spoken to some foresters about the height of trees on top of the ridgeline, and found that generally they extend 30-50 ft above the ground. Ken commented that impact from building could be minimal if some trees are left behind to screen the house from view. He said that the most important thing is that the trees on top of the ridgeline do not get removed. Ken also suggested that we may want to include some restrictions regarding lighting, as houses at higher elevations are especially visible at night.  Steve suggested that PC members review the language in the zoning concerning the Ridgeline Protection District to make sure it says what we want it to say.

 Steve said that he had driven around town with the map and noted two places in town where you get panoramic views - one coming down Tyson Rd , where there is a view of Mt. Ascutney, and the second from the high point in the northeast part of town. Steve suggested that one of the criteria for undue adverse impact is the number of places the ridgeline can be seen from public roads. 

Steve commented that Keyes Mtn is lower, but visible from a lot of places. Steve also commented that Reading doesn’t have a lot of ridges in town, and some ridgelines are only visible from certain locations. Ken gave examples of some houses that are built on ridges and are very visible from the interstate. 

Steve requested that PC members look at ridgelines when driving around town in order to finalize the ridgeline boundaries, and should also review the language in the zoning bylaws.
.
4. Zoning district boundaries – Members reviewed the proposed zoning district boundary revisions and made a few small edits to make the districts more closely follow parcel boundaries. Steve suggested posting the map on the town website so that residents have an opportunity to review the changes and comment on them before the public hearing process. The goal in revising the district boundaries is to simplify zoning decisions and minimize the number of parcels that lie in more than one district. 
5. Meeting w/ Jens Hilke – Ken contacted Jens Hilke, a fish and wildlife scientist with the State, to ask him to come to a PC meeting. The purpose for having Jens at a meeting is to discuss the wildlife habitat protection overlay district, how it was created and the impacts from development that should be avoided in the district. Ultimately, the PC would like to come up with a list of activities that should be discouraged for wildlife corridors – i.e. dogs, density of housing, types of uses. Steve also wants him to talk about the accuracy of the data and discuss adaptability of wildlife, and how deer wintering areas move over time. Steve also suggested we look at the parcels that are in the overlay district and discuss the considerations for development in the overlay district area. 
6. Adjournment – Steve made a motion to adjourn, Ken seconded, Meeting adjourned at 8:55 pm 

Respectfully submitted,
Becky Basch, Secretary
