Selectmen Meeting

January 12, 2015
UNAPPROVED
The meeting was called to order at 6:30pm.
Present:  Robert Allen, Gordy Eastman, Jim Peplau, Calista Brennan, Glen Towne, Jason Rasmassen, Ray Johnson, Gardner Smith, Russell Corbin, Gary Vittum, Curt Allen, Mark Kirko, Becky Basch, Marie Caduto and Katie Savage
Robert started the meeting asking if there were changes to the agenda.  There were no changes.
Minutes of the December 8th meeting were approved as printed.
Treasurer’s Report: As of 12-31/14, Expenses were $167,185.74; Revenue was $28,133.63. Balance in Citizen’s $10,980.72, balance in LSB $808,514.93. Delinquent taxes for 2011-14 are $121,426.12.  Jim moved to approve and Gordy seconded.  Report is accepted. 
Action Items:
A) Town Plan Adoption: Jim made a motion to adopt the Town Plan, Gordy seconded, motion passed.
B) Reading Fire & Rescue – Windsor Ambulance Presentation:  Windsor Chief Mark Kirko gave a brief presentation about ambulance service to Reading.  He stated that there have been a lot of upgrades done since 2009 when Reading last used Windsor services. Chief Kirko left a proposal with the Selectmen.
C) Windsor County Sheriff’s Department:  Mike Chamberlain gave a brief up-date on patrolling the back roads more and stated that the feedback they have received is positive.  The Sheriff’s Department would like to see an increase in hours spent in Reading.  The rate is $45 per hour and will be increasing to $47 at the start of the new fiscal year.
D) Becky Basch – Energy Committee:  Becky held a meeting and there was interest expressed in forming a committee.  Becky attended a meeting in Fairlee and came away with some good ideas.  She will continue to work on these.
E) Amsden House & Shed:  The house and shed are have been removed.  The landscaping will be finished in the spring.
F) Highways:  The loader was in need of a new rear end and should done by the end of the week.  The new truck is at Osgood’s getting the body.  We have more sand ordered as we are running low.
G) Liquor License’s – The Selectmen approved Keeper’s license.
H) Budget for FY 2015-2016: The Selectmen will meet Saturday AM to finalize.
I) Special Articles on Town Meeting Warning:  There was discussion on whether to leave them individually as they are or put all under one article.  It was decided to leave them as individual articles.
J) Other:  Jason Rasmassen and Marie Caduto spoke about a grant on Flood Resiliency concerning the Mill Brook.  They are looking to include Reading with West Windsor and Windsor in a letter of intent to get everything rolling.  The selectmen agreed to participate.
Curt Allen asked to have an article put on the Town Meeting Warning for $75,000 to help purchase a new Fire/Rescue vehicle.  The total cost is $149,000 and the Fire and Rescue Department has raised about half the money.  The request was approved by the Selectmen.
On another note it should be mentioned that the Reading Fire Department and the Reading Rescue Squad have merged into one department known as the Reading Fire and Rescue Department under the direction of Chief Vittum.

The Selectboard and Cemetery Commission received a letter and check for $5,000 from John and Pamela Gerstmayr specifically for the repair and maintenance of Spear Cemetery.   On behalf of the Town, the Selectboard wish to extend a sincere thank you to the Gerstmayr’s for this gift.
Meeting was adjourned at 7:50pm.
Next Selectboard meeting will be on Monday, February 9, 2015. 
Respectfully Submitted,

Calista N Brennan
