[bookmark: _GoBack]Reading Planning Commission Meeting
January 5, 2015, 7 p.m., Reading Town Offices
Present: Steve Strait, Ken Cox, Kevin Kaija, Becky Basch
Guests: Jason Rasmussen, Dan Potter, Russ Corbin
1. Energy Committee – Becky provided an update on the first Energy Committee meeting that was held in November. She said that a few people attended the first meeting. Becky and Jean Goldsborough went to the conference held by the Vermont Climate Action Network (VECAN) in Fairlee in early December and came back with some good ideas for projects that could happen in Reading. Becky will go to the January Selectboard meeting and will ask the Selectboard to appoint her as Energy Coordinator and then the committee will be Ad Hoc depending on projects they decide to undertake.  The Energy Committee meets again on January 19th at the Library.
2. Minutes of November 3, 2014 – Ken made a motion to approve as printed, Steve seconded, all were in favor
3. Town Plan adoption – the Selectboard is having a public hearing on the adoption of the Town Plan on Monday, January 12th. Planning Commission members were asked to attend. 
4. Flood resiliency grants – SWCRPC representatives Jason Rasmussen and Dan Potter were present to discuss a grant that is available through the High Meadows Fund for building resilience in Vermont’s watersheds.  The Ottaquechee Resource Conservation District (ORCD) invited SWCRPC to collaborate on a grant to look at resiliency projects in the Mill Brook Watershed. Jason said that a Phase II geomorphic assessment is being conducted by Fitzgerald Environmental for the Mill Brook watershed and that some project recommendations will come out of that study. The RPC will file a letter of intent with ORCD by Feb 1st. Dan Potter explained that potential mitigation projects range from planting trees to buying easements for flood plain storage. The Planning Commission and Selectboard would be part of the discussion as the project develops. Report from Phase II geomorphic assessment will be out in middle of February and will be done by middle of March, and the final grant application is due in April. Jason said that the High Meadows Fund is looking to fund 3 projects statewide. Russ Corbin asked if Fish and Wildlife would be involved. Ken said that Marie Caduto (watershed coordinator) would be involved, and they were looking for representatives from 3 towns. Ken said he would likely be involved through his job at ANR but will not represent the Town as it would be a conflict of interest. Kevin mentioned that the Mill Brook Watershed Association collected data on the Mill Brook several years ago. Jason said they would look at that data to see if it can be used for the current assessment work. 
5. Zoning revisions – Steve brought a list of items that need to be reviewed for the Zoning Bylaw update. Items for review are as follows:
a. Map – The PC started to modify zoning boundaries to better meet parcel boundaries several years ago. Steve said listers should look at the map to see if the parcel boundaries have changed.
b. Significant Wildlife Habitat Overlay district – A draft was developed in 2009 and this needs to be finalized. There was some discussion about how the corridor boundaries were developed. Russ Corbin asked how the deer wintering areas are determined as wildlife patterns seem to change according to the forest regeneration. Russ asked if the corridors are necessary for the long term and was concerned that he would not be able to subdivide his land if it were in the overlay district. Russ said he thought that the corridor should be at the highest elevations rather than best building sites. Steve commented that development is not prohibited in the overlay district, but siting may be reviewed so that development is not located in the middle of the corridor. Ken commented that the idea is to create a buffer where wildlife can thrive without being too close to people. Jason said that he could talk to Jens and Forrest Hammond in relation to the Wildlife Habitat Overly District to get their opinions and to see if they could attend a Planning Commission meeting to discuss the background of the corridor development. 
c. Ridgeline Protection Overlay District – Steve said we should look at it again to determine the ridgelines that should be included. Jason said that they have software to do viewshed analysis from a number of vantage points to assist in determining which ridgelines can be seen from a number of different locations. They used this software for a viewshed analysis in Ludlow. Steve will look at the contour maps as well.
d. Driveway setbacks – Bob Allen asked about driveway setback requirements, and the SB determined that driveways should be 25 ft from property boundaries. Steve said he thought that the change should be included in the Zoning changes. 
e. Housing – Setback requirements should waive setbacks for accessibility ramps. 
f. Forest Fragmentation Project recommendations - Steve said Forest Fragmentation Project included technical review of town plan and zoning in App E. Steve handed out the pages of the document that included recommended changes to the zoning bylaws.  Jason said that they have some grant funding through Dept of Forests, Parks and Recreation  forest stewardship project that can be used to assist with zoning changes related to forest stewardship. Dan said that there is a deadline at the end of March so they will need to provide this assistance in the near future. Becky asked if the RPC has the most recent copy of the Zoning Bylaws. Jason said that the most recent document they have is dated March 2009, and Forest Overlay District map is dated April 2009. Jason said the RPC would look at the maps and would follow up with John Fike to make sure that the parcel boundaries are up to date. Steve asked PC members to review the recommendations in the Forest Fragmentation Study, and asked that Jason bring a hard copy to PC meetings. 
6. Keven made a motion to adjourn, Ken seconded, meeting adjourned at 8:30 pm

Respectfully submitted,
Becky Basch, Secretary
