TOWN OF READING

REGULATING OF SNOWMOBILES

SECTION I.  AUTHORITY.  Under the authority granted in 24 V.S.A. Chapter 59 and 23 V.S.A. § 3210, the Selectboard of Reading hereby adopts the following civil ordinance regulating the time, manner and location of operation of snowmobiles within the town.

SECTION II.  PURPOSE.  The purpose of this ordinance is to protect the health and safety of operators of snowmobiles and of the residents of the town, and to protect the animals, property and environment of the Town.

SECTION III.  DEFINITIONS.  For the purposes of this ordinance, the following words and / or phrases shall be defined as follows:
(a)
“Operate” includes an attempt to operate and shall be construed to cover all matters and things connected with the presence and use of snowmobiles within the Town of Reading   whether they be in motion or at rest;

(b) “Snowmobile" means a self-propelled vehicle intended for off-road travel primarily on snow, having a curb weight of not more than 793.783 kg (1,750 lbs.); driven by track or tracks in contact with the snow and steered by a ski or skis in contact with the snow. The maximum width of a snowmobile shall be no more than 48 inches. An all-terrain vehicle converted to operate with tracks shall not be considered to be a snowmobile.

(c)
“VAST” means the Vermont Association of Snow Travelers;

(d)
“Trails maintenance assessment” (TMA) means a permit issued by VAST granting use of Vermont snowmobile trails on public and private land;

(e)
“Public land” means all land that is either owned or controlled by a local, state or federal governmental body.

(f)
Other definitions found in 23 V.S.A. § 3201 are incorporated by reference.

SECTION IV.  OPERATION OF SNOWMOBILE’s.

a) This ordinance is in addition to all state laws regulating the operation of snowmobiles.

b) Starting December 15th, or as allowed by the State of Vermont, through April 15th, travel is allowed on Reading’s unplowed Class 3 Highways, and all Class 4 Town Highways, Town Trails and Pent Roads.

c) Snowmobile travel is also allowed on the following portions of plowed Class 3 Town Highways;

1) Brown Schoolhouse Road, from just southerly of the intersection with Rich Road (TH 8), to the end of the Class 3 section of highway approximately 1.0 mile,  

2) The unplowed portion of Weld Cemetery Road from the intersection with Brown Schoolhouse Road westerly approximately .5 miles to the plowed section of said road,

3) The portion of Malagash Road from Park Circle easterly to the end of the class 3 portion approximately 1.0 mile and,

4) The westerly and easterly ends of Town Hill Road as so designated by signage.
SECTION V.  SIGNAGE.  Placement and maintenance of all signs regulating snowmobile operation on public lands, on VAST trails, at crossings of trails over highways or sidewalks, and on town highways, which have been opened by the Selectboard for snowmobile traffic shall be the responsibility of VAST.

SECTION VI.  SPEED LIMITS.  The speed limit on town highways opened for snowmobile traffic shall be 25 m.p.h. 

SECTION VII.  SINGLE FILE; RACING.  Snowmobile travel on town highways which have been opened for their use shall be single file.  No racing shall be allowed.

SECTION VIII.  OPERATION IN CEMETERIES; OPERATION CLOSE TO CERTAIN BUILDINGS.

(a) No snowmobile may be operated within any public or private burial ground within the Town.


(b)
No snowmobile may be operated within the parking area of any Town building, school or church within the town.

SECTION IX.  PENALTIES.


First offense
$25.00


Second offense
$50.00


Third and each subsequent offense
$100.00

SECTION X.  ENFORCEMENT.  This is a civil ordinance and shall be enforced by the sheriff through the Judicial Bureau.

SECTION XI.  SEVERABILITY.  If any section of this ordinance is held by a court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, such finding shall not invalidate any other part of this ordinance.

SECTION XII.  EFFECTIVE DATE.  This ordinance shall become effective 60 days after its adoption by the Reading Selectboard.  If a petition is filed under 24 V.S.A. § 1973, that statute shall govern the taking effect of this ordinance.

This ordinance adopted on December 8, 2008.  It will take effect February 8, 2009, unless a petition signed by at least five percent of the voters of the Town of Reading is filed with the municipal clerk by January 30, 2009, asking for a vote to disapprove the ordinance.  If a petition is received, the Town of Reading will warn a special meeting and the voters may vote on that question.  24 V.S.A. § 1973

You may read the Ordinance in its entirety at the Reading Town Office.  If you have any questions you may contact the Town Clerk at 802-484-7250. 

Reading Town Clerk, PO Box 72, Reading, VT  05062
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